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Grammar Rules:  Parts of a Sentence / Subjects & Predicates

Sentences Beginning with There or Here
The word there or here may begin a sentence, but it is almost never the subject.  Often, there or here is used as an adverb telling where.

Examples:
There are your gloves.  [What are?  Gloves are.  Gloves is the subject.  There tells you 

where your gloves are.]



Here is my nephew.  [Who is?  Nephew is.  Nephew is the subject.  Here  tells where 

my nephew is.
Note:
Sometimes, there begins a sentence but does not tell where.  In this use, there is not an adverb but an expletive -- a word that fills out the structure of a sentence but does not add to the meaning.

Example:
There is not much time left.  [What is left?  Time is left.  Time is the subject.  There does not add any meaning to the sentence, which may be rewritten without there:  Not much time is left.]

Sentences Asking Questions

Questions usually begin with a verb, a helping verb, or a word such as what, when, where, how, or why.  In most cases, the subject follows the verb or part of the verb phrase.

Examples:
Where is your parakeet?



Did you make the team?

In a question that begins with a helping verb, such as Did you make the team?,  the subject generally comes between the helping verb and the main verb.  To find the subject in any question, however, turn the question into a statement, find the verb, and then ask Who? or What? before the verb.

Examples:


Were your friends early?


becomes
Your friends were early.


Where did the horses cross the river

becomes
The horses did cross the river.
