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Miss Arney

Grammar Rules:  Action Verbs & Linking Verbs

An action verb expresses either physical or mental activity.

Physical:
bring

say

shout

jump

breathe

Mental:
ponder

trust

review

evaluate
guess

Examples:
Please return the book.  [Return expresses physical action]



Do you know Helen?  [Do know expresses mental action.]

A linking verb connects the subject to a word or word group that identifies or describes the subject.  Such a word or word group is called a subject complement.

Examples:
Kelp is the scientific name for seaweed.  [The subject complement name identifies the subject 

Kelp].



Kelp has been a good source of iodine.  [The subject complement source identifies the subject 

Kelp.]



Kelp tastes good in salads.  [The subject complement good describes the subject Kelp]



As it ages, kelp becomes brown.  [The subject complement brown describes the subject kelp].


Some of the verbs listed as Others in the previous charts in the previous chart can be used as action verbs as well as linking verbs.
Linking:
Emilia felt calm at the seashore.

Action:

Emilia felt the waving strands of kelp.

The forms of be are not always used as linking verbs.  That is, they do not always link a subject to a subject complement.  Instead of a subject complement, an adverb that tells where or when may follow the form of be.  In such cases, the verb be is called a state-of-being verb.

Examples:
My friends and I were there yesterday.  [The verb were is followed not by a subject complement 

but by there, which tells where, and by yesterday, which tells when.]
COMMONLY USED LINKING VERBS





Forms of Be





be		were			shall have been			should be


being		shall be			will have been			would be


am		will be			can be				could be


is		has been		may be				should have been


are		have been		might be			would have been


was		had been		must be				could have been





Others





Appear		feel			look		seem		sound		taste


Become	grow			remain		smell		stay		turn








