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English 8
Evaluation Rubric: Literary Journals, Writing Minis, General Writing
	Grade
	The assignment:

	 5 (A)

95

Exemplary
	· Demonstrates a thorough grasp of the text

· Addresses all parts of the writing task

· Synthesizes complex ideas and offers keen insights

· Paragraphs are masterfully composed (TS; CD; CM; CS)
· Provides a meaningful thesis/claim, appropriate tone, and maintains a consistent focus.  The thesis establishes a claim to be proven in the essay.
· Illustrates a purposeful control of organization with strong transitions

· Thoughtfully supports the thesis & main ideas with specific and varied details and examples from the text

· Sophisticated integration of sources, masterfully embedding quotations, providing context & following MLA guidelines

· Does not use 1st or 2nd person in literary analysis papers

· Uses language with precision to convey ideas

· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language

	4 (B)

85

Commendable
	· Demonstrates a comprehensive grasp of the text

· Addresses all parts of the writing task

· Synthesizes ideas; evidence of original thinking and insight
· Paragraphs are properly developed (argumentative TS, details for CDS, etc.)
· Provides a thesis (possibly incomplete), and maintains a consistently appropriate tone and focus.  The claim in the thesis is not well established.
· Illustrates a control of organization with good transitions

· Supports the thesis & main ideas with specific details and examples from the text, may not be as varied.
· Skillful integration of sources providing some context & following MLA guidelines with slightly less precision than the A; context may be repetitive and simplistic; perhaps some punctuation errors in citations

·  Uses language skillfully to convey ideas

· Contains few errors in the conventions of the English language

· If titles are not properly indicated, the assignment’s grade will default to a 4 (85).

· A small lapse into 1st or 2nd person in introduction or conclusion



	3 (C)

75

Competent / Satisfactory


	· Demonstrates a competent – but perhaps literal - grasp of the text

· Addresses most parts of the writing task

· Develops paragraphs, but with fewer insights or connections; basic understanding of text with fewer original insights
· Thesis is incomplete, doesn’t appear at the end of the introduction, or is not a claim that can be proven (for example, it is a statement of fact)
· Paragraphs are generally developed: Topic sentences may not be argumentative; CDs are less text-specific or poor choices/not varied; and commentaries show some thought or analysis; CS is weak (perhaps a restated topic sentence)
· Inconsistent use of transitions (between or within paragraphs)
· Possible minor inaccuracy in textual support
· Adequate integration of sources with some lapses in control and following guidelines; does not establish context for quote; student does have page citations for quotes.
· Uses language less artfully; diction and structure are less specific and careful or uses overinflated language (overuse of the thesaurus) not recognizing that the words are being used incorrectly; language impedes meaning
· Uses 1st or 2nd person pronouns

· Several errors in the conventions of the English language, but these errors do not generally interfere with the reader’s understanding of the essay.
· Introduction is not TAGged




English 9 Honors Writing Rubric…continued

	Grade
	The assignment:

	2 (D) = 65

Limited /

 Approaching Competence


	· Demonstrates a limited comprehension of the text; misunderstood prompt or addresses only a narrow portion of the assignment
· Addresses only parts of the writing task

· Focus is too limited / too broad; offers little insight, but mostly correct analysis
· Thesis is weak, offering an inconsistent tone and focus
· Paragraphs are awkwardly developed; some details don’t support thesis or topic sentence; some irrelevant details or inaccuracies are included as supportive evidence
· Illustrates weak control of organization; lacks transitions (between or within paragraphs)
· May support the thesis & main ideas with limited details and examples from the text but, again, these may be flawed, inaccurate or irrelevant
· Meets basic requirements for number of integrated sources, but these are improperly embedded (no context)
· Serious flaws in following MLA formatting
· Uses basic, predictable/repetitive language; simple sentence constructions
· Contains a number of errors in the conventions of the English language.  Errors may interfere with the fluidity of the reader’s experience
· 

	1 (F)

50
Unsatisfactory / 

Minimal  Competence

	· Demonstrates little, if any, overall grasp of the text; complete misinterpretation or recreation of the prompt
· Misinterpreted writing task or chose to focus on an irrelevant / unimportant point of the task
· Lacks focus; no insight or completely incorrect analysis / interpretation; use of quotations only – no original thought
· Paragraphs are poorly developed (no topic sentences; no CS; missing a CM for the concrete details used)
· May provide a weak, if any, thesis; fails to maintain focus
· Intro is not TAGged

· Fails to support ideas with adequate details and / or example
· Poor use of transitions
· Uses limited vocabulary
· An assignment without any context for quotations or with serious flaws with MLA formatting will default to a 1.
· Contains serious errors in the conventions of the English language



An assignment with neither a claim-based thesis statement NOR argumentative topic sentences will default to a 60.  
No Credit (0) will be given to any assignment which:
· Is too brief to evaluate

· Is off topic

· does not meet the minimal standards of paragraph development (i.e., a paragraph that is required to be 11 sentences, but is only 8).  An essay requiring 2 concrete details per paragraph but only containing 1 will result in no credit.
· does not contain the minimum number of quotations / citations required in the prompt

· is more than three days late.

Remember: WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE BY THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON THE DATE /DEADLINE ESTABLISHED.  IF YOU ARE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL OR WILL MISS CLASS BECAUSE OF A FIELD TRIP, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING YOUR WRITING ASSIGNMENT TO ME BY THE START OF YOUR CLASS PERIOD.  Failure to do so will result in the -10 points / day penalty outlined in the course materials.  If you know of an absence in advance of the deadline, make sure your essay / journal/ mini is in prior to the deadline.

