English 9 Vocabulary List 1

amalgam:

a mixture of different elements

apparition:

an unusual or unexpected sight




(syn:
vision, specter, spirit, phantom, wraith; shade)

bombast:

pretentious, inflated speech or writing

conveyance:

a means of transporting; vehicle

echelon:

one in a series of levels of command

fecund:


fruitful; productive

gauntlet:
a thick, heavy glove; a glove from a suit of armor

impropriety:
improper conduct; bad manners

juxtapose:
to place side by side

lineage:
descent in a direct line from an ancestor

metamorphosis:
a transformation; a marked alteration

oscillate:
to swing back and forth

pilfer:
to steal insignificant items

posh:
elegant; fashionable

ravenous:
hunger; very eager


(syn:
greedy, rapacious; voracious; preying)

saturnine:
gloomy; surly


(syn: grave, morose, depressed; mournful; sullen; melancholy)


(ant:  gay, lively, jolly, spirited)

spectrum:
wide range or sequence

titanic:
huge; powerful


(syn: gigantic, colossal, enormous, mammoth, earth shaking, gargantuan)

verve:
energy; liveliness


(syn:  dash, enthusiasm, energy, vigor, vitality, spirit, vivacity)

whet:
to sharpen; to stimulate


(syn:
goad, incite, excite, encourage, hone)
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ambrosial:
delicious, fragrant, divine (food of the gods = ambrosia)

appendage:
something attached to a larger item

boudoir:
a woman’s dressing room, bedroom or private sitting room

caucus:
a closed meeting of members of a political party or faction


(from Algonquin Indian word caucausu: elder, counselor)

debonair:
suave, charming, lighthearted

equestrian:
relating to horseback riding 

festoon:
(n) a decorative chain or strip hung in a  curve between two points

(v) to decorate with hanging curves


(vi) (garland: wreath form)

germinate:

to begin to grow; sprout




(v): to cause to sprout




(syn: evolve)

incarcerate:

to put in prison





(syn:  cage, confine, enclose)

kowtow:

to be overly polite and flattering; to fawn  

(syn: fawn, obsequious, grovel; bootlick)

ludicrous:

laughable because of obvious absurdity





(syn: droll, amusing, funny, absurd, ridiculous, comical, frivolous)

monolith:

a single large stone often in the form of a column or monument




(can also be used to refer to any large structure or powerful force)

ovation:

enthusiastic display or approval; applause

pinnacle:

a highest point; spire




(v): to pinnacle: put on a pinnacle or furnish with a pinnacle




(syn: apex, zenith, acme, top; tip; summit)

potable:

fit to drink

rendezvous:

an appointment or meeting place




also used to refer to an area where military forces assemble




space age usage refers to the process of bringing 2 spacecrafts together

sediment:

matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid




refers also to matter deposited by glaciers, rivers, wind

(adj) sedimentary: refers to rock formed from particles of sediment such as sandstone and shale

(syn: dregs, precipitate)

symposium:

a meeting to discuss a particular topic 

 
(syn: colloquium and seminar)

tortuous:

winding or twisting; devious




(syn: sinuous, serpentine, zigzag, circuitous, crooked, devious, wavy)




(ant:  straight, direct, unswerving)

wanderlust:

strong impulse to travel
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amphibious:

able to function both on land and in water

archetype:

*
the original pattern or model 

· original ancestor of a group of animals or plants

· a typical example

· the inherited idea present in the individual’s unconscious

(syn:
prototype)

cacophonous:
harsh-sounding or confused sounding




(syn:  discordant, dissonant, clashing)




(ant:  euphonic, euphonious, harmonious, melodic; dulcet, mellifluous)

celestial:

heavenly

(n) refer to heavenly beings such as angels

(syn:
ethereal; otherworldly, empyreal)

(ant:  terrestrial)

decanter:

a vessel used to receive liquid from another

(v) decant: to pour from one container to another

(syn:

flask, carafe)

equilibrium:
a state of balance (both physical things and also mental and emotional qualities – calmness and poise)


(syn: equipoise)

flamboyant:
ornate; showy


(syn: florid; colorful; flowery, resplendent, exaggerated, garish)

globule:
a tiny drop, a small ball




ule: diminutive

inclement:
stormy, harsh
can be used to describe people; but usually weather


(syn: severe, rough, rigorous, cruel)


(ant: mild, lenient, merciful, gentle)

labyrinthine:
complicated; perplexing; mazelike


(syn: complex, intricate, involved, circuitous, tortuous, winding, elaborate, sophisticated)

luminary:
one who is notable in a particular field or  a heavenly body that gives off light

nodule:
a small lump (can refer to tubers on the roots of plants such as legumes)


(syn:  knot, knob, swelling, tuber)

paraphernalia:
personal belongings; equipment

plummet:
to fall or plunge straight downward


(syn: decline, descend, sink, plunge)


Can also be used as a noun referring to a weight (plumb bob) fastened to the line to test the depth of water or to see if something is perfectly vertical (such a device can be called a plumb line)

projectile:
a missile; something thrown


(adj): projectile – impelling, forcing forward

replicate: 
to duplicate; repeat

seraph:
an angel


(refers to highest of nine orders of angels – an angel with 3 pair of wings)

taciturn:
disinclined to talk; silent


musical: tacet: section of a composition in which a musician does not play


(ant: loquacious)


tacit: unstated but understood

transpose:
to reverse the order or place of music translating from one key to another

· language: translating

· math:
switching a number from one side of an equation to another

(syn: switch, reverse, translate, interchange, transform)

virtuoso:

person with unusual skill in any field, particularly in the arts (mainly

a musical artist)
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aperture:

(n)
an opening; hole




(syn: gap, hole, cleft, slit)

ballyhoo:

(n)
a noisy attraction-getting demonstration or talk

(v) to publicize

bally platform: platform a circus barker stands on at a carnival or sideshow

cadence:

(n)
*
rhythm

*
rising and falling of voice in line of poetry

(adj)
cadent

comatose:

(n)
unconscious; inactive




(syn)
catatonic, paralytic, insensible, stupefied, palsied, vegetative

deciduous:

(adj)
shedding at a certain stage

usually refers to trees and shrubs that shed leaves in the fall – but can be deciduous teeth or deciduous hair of animals




(syn:
transitory, ephemeral, short-lived)




(ant:
evergreen, coniferous, permanent, persistent)

escalate:

(v)
to enlarge or increase




(syn:  ascend, climb, expand, spread, enlarge)

flotilla:

(n)
a fleet of small ships




(Spanish flota: fleet       illa: small)

gyrate:

(v)
to revolve around a point or axis

(n) gyration, gyrator

(adj)
A gyrate shell is one that is curved into a spiral shape

irreparable:

(adj)
cannot be repaired




(sometimes spelled    irrepairable)

lambent:

(adj)
softly bright, flickering

(n) lambency

manacle:

(n)
handcuff or restraint




pl
manacles




v
to manacle




(syn
shackle, hamper, impede, bind, restrict)

obdurate:

(adj)
hard; unmoved by persuasion

(v) to obdurate: to harden

(syn)
     unfeeling, inflexible, unyielding, obstinate, resistant, rugged, unbending, callous, impenitent)

parochial:

(adj)
*
limited in scope





*
relating to a church parish

(n) parochialism (narrowness of interests or views)

(syn:
petty, narrow, limited, restricted, unsophisticated)

(ant:
cosmopolitan)

pogrom:

(n)
an organized persecution or massacre

(v) to massacre

Refers specifically to the organized massacre of Jews




(n)
Pogromist:  one who takes part in a pogrom




(syn
carnage, slaughter, butchery)

promontory:

(n)
a high point of land or rock projecting into the water




(syn:
cape; headland)

reverie:

(n)
daydream; being lost in thought




alt spelling: revery




syn:
daydream

silhouette:

(n)
a dark outline against a light background

(v) to show in outline; to place against a contrasting background

tendril:

(n)
a coiling part of a climbing plant which serves to attach it to a

support





Can refer to other things that look like tendrils (tendrils of hair; 

of fog)




(adj)
tendrilled, tendrillai, tendrillous

tributary:

(n)
a stream or river flowing into a larger stream or river

· can be used to refer to anything that feeds into a larger

 thing (local contributions form a tributary for the national 

fund)




(adj)
contributory or subordinate




(syn
branch)

vintage

(adj)
classic; outstanding; old

(v) to harvest grapes

 (n)
also can refer to a year’s crop of grapes or to a superior wine of a 

certain region and year

(n) vintner:  wine dealer
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billet-doux:

(n)
a love letter


pl:  billets-doux

cameo:
(n)   *

a raised image on a precious stone

 
*
a small role


*
any small piece of sculpture in relief (with a raised image)



*
a short literary piece that brings a person or an event out 

very clearly

*
newly used to mean a small role played by a famous star on a TV show or movie


(ant:  intaglio – image is sunk below the surface of the stone)

carcinogen:
(n)
a substance that causes cancer


(adj:  carcinogenic)

(n:  carcinoma)

contretemps:
(n) :
an embarrassing incident  (singular!)


(syn:
mishap, blunder, mistake) 

dexterous:
(adj)
skillful; adroit (both physical and mental skills)


(alt spelling dextrous)


(n)
dexterity


(ant:  clumsy, awkward, unskillful)


(syn: adroit, expert, competent; deft)

expletive:
(n)
an exclamatory word or phrase, often obscene or profane


gargoyle:
(n)
a rain spout in the shape of a grotesque human or animal figure

holocaust:
(n)
widespread destruction, especially by fire


related to the word, caustic


Now often used to refer to the Nazi attempt to annihilate the Jews

itinerary:
(n)
the route of a journey


(v)
to itinerate (travel from place to place)

(n)  (adj) form: itinerant: one who travels from place to place as preachers and judges used to do

libation:

(n)
a beverage

 archaic: the act of pouring out of liquid as a religious offering

(v)
to drink

(adj)
libating

mausoleum:
(n)
a large elaborate tomb


(adj)
mausolean = gloomy


Ancient Wonder: tomb of Masolus in Halicarnassus

opulent:
(adj)
demonstrating great wealth, extravagant


(ant: impoverished, lean, impecunious, poverty-stricken)

penuirious:
(adj)
stingy; extremely poor




(n)
penury


sometimes associated with rich skinflints like Ebenezer Scrooge in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

(ant:  bountiful, generous, profligate, spendthrift, munificent, liberal, unstinting)

polyglot:
(adj)
using several languages


*
can describe a person who speaks several languages, a book with passages written in different languages, a country where several languages are spoken


(n)
a person who speaks several languages

pugilist:
(n)
fighter, boxer


usually refers to a professional boxer


(n)
pugilism

sangfroid:
(n)
poise and calmness especially under strain


(sanguine: blood            frigidus: cold)


(syn:
confidence, composure, equanimity, imperturbability)


(ant:  nervousness, agitation, apprehension)

sinewy:
(adj)
strong and tough


Can be used to describe something that is a supporting force


(n: sinew: a cord that joins a muscle to a bone)


(syn: tough, forceful, powerful, muscular)

timorous:
(adj)
easily frightened, timid


(n)
timorousness


(syn:
afraid, frightened, meek, timid, apprehensive, cowering)


(ant:
bold, courageous, fearless, confident)

valor:
(n)
courage, bravery


(adj)
valorous

vie:
(v)
strive, compete, contend


(syn:
contend, rival, hazard, match, challenge)
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aloof:
(adj)
distant; reserved in manner; uninvolved

askew:
(adj)
to one side; crooked; awry; 

a sidelong look of contempt

ballistics:
(n)
the study of the dynamics or flight characteristics of projectiles

bludgeon:
(n)
a short heavy thick club that has one end larger than the other

cerebral:
(adj)
of or relating to the brain; an intellectual person

connoisseur
(n)
an expert, particularly in matters of art and taste

cranny:
(n)
a small opening as in a wall or rock face

cubism:
(n)
the style of art in which the subject matter is portrayed by geometric forms especially cubes

enrage:
(v)
to put into a rage; infuriate; anger

evade:
(v)
to elude or avoid by cunning; to flee from a pursuer

impede:
(v)
to obstruct or interfere with; to delay

incite:
(v)
to arouse to action

girth:
(n)
the distance around something; to encircle; to secure with a band that encircles the body of an animal

lament:
(v)
to express sorrow or regret; to mourn

migratory:
(adj)
roving; wandering

opportune:
(adj)
occurring or coming at a good time

porcine:
(adj)
reminiscent of or pertaining to a pig; resembling a pig

procrastinate:
(v)
to put off until a later time

reminisce
(n)
the art or practice of recalling the past

roster:
(n)
a list of names, especially of personnel available for duty
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aptitude:
(n)
capacity for learning; natural ability

aspire:
(v)
something one hopes to achieve 

beget:
(v)
to give birth to; to create

catapult:
(n)
slingshot

citadel
(n)
a fortress overlooking a city; a stronghold

congenial
(adj)
pleasant to be around; social; agreeable

cower:
(v)
cringe from fear; to shrink away

curtail
(v)
to truncate or abridge; to lessen, usually by cutting away

demonic:
(adj)
one who works devilishly (a demon for work) 



a persistent person, force or drive; an evil agent

dromedary:
(n)
a one-humped domesticated animal

endure:
(v)
to carry on through despite hardships; to put up with

giddy:
(adj)
 light-headed sensation; dizzy; frivolous

glutton
(n)
one who eats or consumes a great deal; having capacity to receive or withstand something

harrowing:
(adj)
extremely distressed; disturbing or frightening

martyr:
(n)
someone willing to sacrifice and even give his/her life for a cause; also one who pretends suffering to gain sympathy

mode
(n)
a way or method of doing something; type; manner; fashion

muster:
(v)
to collect or gather; the act of inspection or critical examination

proficient:
(adj)
skillful; to be very good at something

propulsive:
(n)
the act or process of propelling; a propelling force

scrutinize
(v)
to look very carefully ; to examine
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alternative
(n)
the choice between two mutually exclusive possibilities; a situation presenting such a choice

also-ran
(n)
one who is defeated in a race, election or other competition; loser

badger
(v)
to tease; annoy; harass persistently

balm
(n)
something that soothes, heals or comforts; an oil or ointment

blather:
(v)
to talk nonsensically

consensus:
(n)
general agreement

curvilinear
(adj)
formed, bound or characterized by curved lines

denounce
(v)
to condemn; to expose critically

divine
(v)
to foretell a prophecy; to infer; to guess

elapse
(v)
to pass or go by (said of time)

fathom
(v)
to understand fully; to penetrate the meaning of

fraught
(adj)
teeming with; laden; full; involving; accompanied by

gird
(v)
to encircle as with a belt



to prepare as for action

guise
(n)
appearance; semblance

hovel
(n)
 a small, miserable dwelling; an open low shed

lesion
(n)
wound, injury, especially one created by disease

misnomer
(n)
an incorrect or inappropriate name

precarious
(adj)
unsafe, unsteady, unstable

resurgent
(adj)
able to rise after defeat

veer
(v)
to change in direction
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antecedent
(n)
going before; preceding an occurrence or event preceding another

claimant:
(n)
a person making a claim

coup:
(n)
the violent overthrow of a government by a small group; a victorious accomplishment

creditor
(n)
a person to whom money is owed

deft
(adj)
dexterous; skillfull

elfin:
(adj)
small and sprightly; mischievous; fairylike

embody
(v)
to give bodily form to



to personify



to make part of a system

entice
(v)
to lure; to attract; to tempt in a pleasing fashion

forsake
(v)
to abandon, to give up; to renounce

generalize
(v)
to be general rather than specific; to form a general conclusion

hoard
(v)
to accumulate for future use; stockpile

insouciant
(adj)
calm and carefree; lighthearted

legacy
(n)
something handed down from one who has gone before or from the past; a bequest

mirage:
(n)
unreal reflection; an optical illusion

oust:
(v)
to eject; force out; to banish

pillage
(v)
to rob of goods by violent seizure; plunder; to take as spoils

prowess
(n)
exceptional skill and bravery

remorse
(n)
a strong feeling of sadness or guilt for having done something wrong

revere
(v)
to regard with great devotion or respect; to honor

tether
(n)
a rope or chain that allows limited movement



the limit of one’s resources or strengths
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abhor:
(v)
to hate very much; to detest utterly

aftermath:
(n)
events following some occurrence; a consequence of

ajar
(adj)
partially open


circa
(prep)
about; an estimated historical time period

commodious:
(adj)
spacious; roomy; capacious

comprise
(v)
to consist of; to include; to contain; to be made up of

dilemma
(n)
a difficult situation where one must choose between two or more choices that seem unfavorable; any problem or predicament

dispel
(v)
to drive away; to dissipate

domain
(n)
a territory over which one rules, has influence or powers

edifice
(n)
a building, especially one of imposing appearance or size

fawn
(v)
exhibit affection; seek favor through slave-like flattery; to “suck up” to something

gazebo
(n)
an outdoor structure

intervene:
(v)
to come between; to mediate; to occur between times

lax
(adj)
careless; negligent; not tense; slack

mores
(n)
customary cultural standards; moral attitudes; manners; habits

muse
(v)
to ponder; meditate; think about at length

ramification
(n)
a branching out; a development growing out of and often complicating a problem or pain

penitent
(adj)
sorrow and remorse for past misdeeds

plight
(n)
a condition of situation, especially a distressing one

somber
(adj)
depressing; gloomy; dark
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abut
(v)
to border upon; to adjoin

abyss
(n)
bottomless pit; a yawning gulf; a profound depth or void

anterior
(adj)
situated in front


atypical
(adj)
not typical; abnormal

enrapture
(v)
to delight; to thrill or give pleasure

herbicide
(n)
a substance used to destroy plants, especially weeds

idiosyncrasy
(n)
a behavioral quirk; a person’s idea about behavior different from 

others

loiter
(v)
hang around; linger

marshal:
(v)
to assemble together for the purpose of doing something


(n)
an officer in the police or military

melancholy
(n/adj)
depression of spirits; gloomy; weary

perverse
(adj)
stubborn; contrary; intractable

photogenic:
(adj)
suitable, especially attractive for photography

pied
(adj)
multi-colored; especially of more than one color

relinquish
(v)
to give up doing, professing or intending; to surrender; give in

segregate
(v)
to separate or keep apart from others

serpentine
(adj)
snakelike in shape or movement; winding as a snake

tyro
(n)
a beginner; a novice

unbridled
(adj)
violent; unbounded; unrestrained

wither
(v)
shrivel, shrink, dry up

wrest
(v)
pull away; take by violence
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abominate

(v)
to feel extreme hatred, loathing; to despise something

abridge

(v)
to shorten; to condense; to diminish; to curtail

amplify

(v)
to make larger; louder or more powerful

certify


(v)
to confirm formally; verify

deduce

(v)
to come to a conclusion by reasoning from the evidence

emit


(v)
to send or give out; to express; utter; to put in circulation as

money

engulf


(v)
to surround or enclose completely

entomology

(n)
the scientific study of insects

evoke


(v)
to summon forth, call to mind, awaken; produce; suggest

fester


(v)
to generate pus; to become a source of resentment or irritation

fickle


(adj)
often changing for no reason; not loyal or consistent

joust


(n)
 a combat with lances between two knights; a titling match; any

combat suggestive of a joust

maim


(v)
to disable or disfigure; to cripple

marauder

(n)
raider; intruder

parry


(v)
to ward off a blow; to turn aside; to avoid skillfully; to evade

partition

(n)
the division of something into parts; an interior structure

dividing a larger area

periphery

(n)
the outermost part within a boundary; the outside edge

permeate

(v)
to flow or spread through; penetrate

rivet


(n)
something that fastens two parts together




(v)
to hold the attention of

rudimentary

(adj)
basic, crude, underdeveloped




(n)
fundamental principles or skills
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appalling

(adj)
to fill with dismay; causing horror or consternation

beset


(v)
to harass; to surround

couture

(n)
fashion and fashion designers

damper

(v)
one that depresses or restrains

debase


(v)
lower in quality, character or value

decree


(v)
an order having the force of law

disparage
(v)
to belittle; say uncomplimentary things; to put down

dormant
(adj)
asleep or inactive

ensemble
(n)
a coordinated outfit or costume; a musical group

entreat
(v)
to ask earnestly; to implore, plead, beg

exhume
(v)
to dig up from a grave; to bring to light; uncover

gamin
(n)
a neglected boy left to run about in the streets

gloat
(v)
to brag greatly

husbandry
(n)
management of resources, especially in agriculture

optimum
(adj)
the most advantageous; the best condition, degree or amount

scapegoat
(n)
one who is made an object of blame for others

sonorous
(adj)
producing sound, especially deep and rich; resonant

spur
(v)
to move to action; an incentive

spurn
(v)
to reject with disdain

supplant
(v)
to take the place of
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abide
(v)
to remain; continue; stay; endure

ascribe
(v)
to attribute to a specific cause, source or origin

attrition
(n)
a gradual reduction or weakening; a rubbing away

cavalier
(adj)
casual; carefree and nonchalant; arrogant disregard


(n)
a gallant gentleman

coerce
(v)
to force someone by threatening or physically overpowering him

deploy
(v)
to arrange strategically

diverse
(adj)
different; varied

edification
(n)
enlighten; instruct

egg
(v)
to encourage or incite to action

embroil
(v)
to involve in argument or hostile action; to throw into disorder

frank
(adj)
straightforward, open and sincere in expression

gambit
(v)
to take a risk for some advantage

impair
(v)
to cause to diminish, as in strength, value or quality

jaunt
(n)
a short pleasure trip

kismet
(n)
fate

nullify
(v)
to make useless; cancel; undo

pedestrian
(adj)
ordinary; moving on fact

terse
(adj)
 brief and to the point; concice

waffle
(v)
to speak or write evasively

writhe
(v)
to cause to twist or bend; to suffer acutely, as in pain or

embarrassment
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abash
(v)
to make ashamed or uneasy

abstract
(adj)
difficult to understand; impersonal; theoretical

choleric
(adj)
hot-tempered; quick to anger

circumspect
(adj)
cautious; heedful of situations and potential consequences

cryptic
(adj)
having an ambiguous or hidden meaning

dogmatic
(adj)
characterized by an authoritative, often arrogant; assertion or

opinions or beliefs

eminent
(adj)
standing out; renowned; distinguished; prominent

emphatic
(adj)
forcibly expressive

exodus
(n)
a mass departure

influx
(n)
a mass arrival or incoming; a continuous coming

languid
(adj)
lacking energy; weak; showing little interest in anything

lithe
(adj)
bending easily and gracefully

malcontent
(adj)
dissatisfied with existing conditions

mawkish
(adj)
excessively and objectionably sentimental

pandemic
(adj)
widespread; general

philippic
(n)
a verbal denunciation characterized by harsh, insulting

language; a tirade

prudent
(adj)
cautious; discreet; exercising good judgment

raffish
(adj)
cheaply vulgar in appearance or nature; tawdry; disrespectful

rhetoric
(n)
the art or study of using languages effectively and persuasively;

over-elaborate language

wince
(v)
to flinch; to shrink back or start aside; as from a blow or flinch
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accountable
(adj)
expected to answer for one’s actions; responsible; liable;

answerable

adherent
(n)
a follower of a leader; supporter of a cause

ambulatory
(adj)
of or for walking; capable of walking

armament
(n)
military supplies and weapons; the process of arming for war

atone
(v)
to make amends

bauble
(n)
a small, inexpensive trinket

defunct
(adj)
dead or inactive; having ceased to exist

gradient
(n)
a rate of inclination; a slope

idolatry
(n)
blind or excessive devotion to something

ostensible
(adj)
appearing as such; offered as genuine or real

panorama
(n)
an unbroken view of a wide area

pecuniary
(adj)
consisting of or related to money

plethora
(n)
a state of excessive fullness; superabundance

pliable
(adj)
receptive to change; easily persuaded or controlled; easily bent

or twisted

predatory
(adj)
victimizing or destroying others for one’s own gain; pillaging

presentiment
(n)
a sense that something is about to occur; a premonition

saga
(n)
a long story, often telling the history of a family

skullduggery
(n)
trickery; underhandedness

symmetry
(n)
exact correspondence or form on opposite sides of a dividing line

vent
(n)
a means of escape or release; an outlet; a small hole
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baleful

(adj)
threatening; hurtful; malignant; ominous

barrage

(n)
a curtain of artillery fire; any overwhelming attack, as of words

or blows

bland


(adj)
lacking flavor or zest; dull

cascade

(n)
a waterfall; anything resembling a waterfall

devoid
(adj)
entirely without; lacking

doff
(v)
to take off; to remove; to put aside

ethereal
(adj)
very light; airy; delicate; heavenly

fusillade
(n)
a rapid outburst or barrage

lackadaisical
(adj)
showing lack of interest

maladroit
(adj)
clumsy; inept

malaise
(n)
 vague feeling of bodily discomfort, as at the beginning of an

illness

malodor

(n)
a bad odor

mammoth
(adj)
huge; gigantic

palisade
(n)
a fortification of timbers set in the ground; an extended cliff

parable
(n)
a simple story illustrating a moral or religious lesson

paragon
(n)
a model or pattern of excellence

patriarch
(n)
the leader of a family or tribe

purblind
(adj)
having poor vision; nearly or partly blind

ransack
(v)
to search thoroughly; pillage

replete
(adj)
full or supplied to the utmost; gorge
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appease
(v)
to soothe; to pacify or relieve by giving into

bootleg
(v)
to smuggle; to make, sell or transport for sale illegally

brazen
(adj)
bold, shameless; imprudent; also like brass

camaraderie
(n)
comradeship; friendship

carnivore
(n)
a flesh-eating animal

clone
(n)
an exact duplicate

courier
(n)
a messenger

covert
(adj)
secret; hidden; concealed

despot
(n)
an absolute ruler

diatribe
(n)
a bitter, verbal attack

dolt
(n)
 stupid person

escapade
(n)
an adventurous, unconventional act

lambaste
(v)
to give a thrashing; scold

lampoon
(n)
a light, good-humored satire

offal
(n)
waste parts especially of a butchered animal; rubbish

parley
(n)
a conference, especially between enemies

poltroon
(n)
a coward

sage
(n)
a person of wisdom and prudence

specter
(n)
a ghost or phantom

strife
(n)
bitter conflict; quarrel; fight
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agog
(adj)
highly excited by eagerness

annals
(n)
descriptive record; history

asinine
(adj)
silly; stupid

boor
(n)
 a rude person; something that is unrefined

booty
(n)
loot; the spoils of war; goods or property seized by force; a

valuable prize

fiasco
(n)
a complete or humiliating failure

forbearance
(adj)
patience

forebode
(v)
to predict or foretell

forthright
(adj)
frank; going straight to the point

jetsam
(n)
cargo or equipment thrown overboard to lighten an imperiled

vessel; discarded odds and ends

maritime
(adj)
near the sea; concerning with shipping or navigating

mogul
(n)
a very rich or powerful person; a magnate

opaque
(adj)
having no luster; dull; hard to understand

portal
(n)
an entrance, door or gate

serene
(adj)
clear; calm; tranquil

spawn
(v)
to give rise to; to produce in large numbers

sublime
(adj)
impressive; inspiring awe; majestic

throng
(n)
a large group of people gathered closely together

tome
(n)
 a large book

winnow
(v)
to rid of undesirable parts
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annex
(v)
to add or attach

assail
(v)
to attack violently

balk
(v)
to stop short and refuse to proceed

curb
(v)
to control or check

discontent
(v)
to disturb the composure of; upset; to frustrate (as a plan) by

throwing into disorder

disheveled
(v)
to make untidy; to disarrange the hair or clothing of

dwell
(v)
to make one’s home; reside; to focus attention on; to speak or

write about at length

elite
(n)
the best or most skilled members of a group

espouse
(v)
to adopt; to support

estrange
(v)
to alienate; to treat as a stranger; to turn an affectionate attitude

into an indifferent or unfriendly one

fetter
(v)
to restrain; to hamper

manifest
(adj)
clearly apparent to the sight or understanding; obvious

pacifist
(n)
one who is in opposition of war or violence

pinguid
(adj)
fat

prattle
(v)
to babble; to talk meaninglessly

quail
(v)
to shrink with fear; to cower; lose

quell
(v)
to extinguish; to put down or suppress by force

reproach
(v)
to express disapproval of

rote
(n)
a memorizing process using routine or repetition, often without

comprehension

torrid
(adj)
intensely hot; burning; passionate; rapid

