English 9 Honors - Essential Questions

Through the literature we study, we will probe the following issues:
· What is a true hero? 

· What is a monster? 

· What monsters exist in our society? 

· How are our societal values similar to / different from those of the ancient Greeks? 

· How do we deal with the unexpected? 

· Can prejudice be overcome? 

· What circumstances lead to personal development and growth? 

· How does irony enhance a story? 

· Must a story have a beginning, middle, and an end? 

· What is true courage? 

· Is progress always positive? 

· Is man essentially good or evil? 

· What role does fate play in our lives? 

· Why is it difficult to face the truth? 

· How does fear shape us and our decisions? 

· Are our lives controlled by fate, choice, or chance? 

· What effects can intolerance have on our society?  on ourselves? 

· What kind of changes can occur when we change our location? 

· How is place / setting important in our lives? 

· What are the consequences of rebellion? 

· How do society's standards shape our actions? 

· Can evil be overcome? 

· What are the qualities of gods and goddesses? 

· How does myth explain nature? 

· How does myth explain human nature? 
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 “What’s the Big Ideas”: Thematic Concepts

· Art

· Beauty

· Bravery

· Death

· Evil (vs. Good)

· Family

· Faith

· Fear

· Freedom

· The Future

· Giving

· Greed v Selflessness
· Growing up

· Happiness

· Heroism

· Honesty

· Hope

· Identity

· Independence

· Justice

· Knowledge

· Law

· Loss

· Love

· Maturation

· Money

· Nature

· Peace

· Poverty

· Prejudice

· Pride

· Progress

· Sacrifice

· Religion

· Truth

· War

· Wisdom

 *** Feel free to add your own! ***
