Name: _________________________

Date: _________


Unit 1


1.
Although the treasure hunters didn’t find anything for five days, the group persisted in their search to find Eldorado.

2.
During the argument, Denise carefully considered what she would say to her friend rather than blurt out words of anger.

3.
Zeke got A’s and B’s through the first semester of Earth Science but foundered when the midterm exam was administered.

4.
The baseball team seemed strangely inert; it was as though they had lost the will not only to win but also to play.

5.
The fans began to chant, “Let’s go Pirates!” to cheer on their team.

6.
The serial killer was arrested, found to be sociopathic, and placed in an isolated cell to prevent him from hurting others.

7.
Jem didn’t mind working on the project alone; he considered himself to be a loner and preferred to complete his own research.

8.
The ferocious man-eating squid attacked the small fishing vessel, destroying the ship and devouring the entire crew.

9.
Teachers may become irritated when young ladies preen themselves in their pocket mirrors, applying makeup during class discussions.

10.
Some athletes become so fixated on winning, they forget to enjoy the moment.
1. ________________________ (adj.)
wildly cruel; savage
2. ________________________ (noun)
words repeated in a singsong pattern 

                                                    (verb)
to repeat words in a singsong pattern
3. ________________________ (noun)
a person who prefers to live, work, or play alone


4. ________________________ (verb)
to continue steadily in a course of action; to apply oneself with effort

5. ________________________ (adj.)
having one’s attention absorbed; engrossed

6. ________________________ (verb) 
to say quickly, without thinking
 

7. ________________________ (adj.) 
having a mental disorder that causes one to harm others, often violently

8. ________________________ (verb)
to show pride and self satisfaction; to smooth or adorn oneself

9. ________________________ (adj.)
not active; motionless; sluggish

10. ________________________ (verb)
to fail; to collapse; to sink
Directions:

Read each sentence or short passage below.  Write “C” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used correctly.  Write “I” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used incorrectly.

1.
Patty’s mother cooked the founder with some broccoli and asparagus spears.



2.
Students who persist in being disruptive will find themselves in detention.


3.
My father is very good at home repairs.  He spent the summer fixating 


the roof and basement.









4.
Despite his fame and the publicity of his most recent novels, the author was

a loner and lived in a quiet cabin in the remote woods.





5.
Most teachers require students to raise their hands instead of just


blurting out answers.









6.
Christine hates babysitting for Billy because he is so inert; she


always leaves his house exhausted from chasing him around all day.



7.
The hockey player was evicted from the game for playing with such


ferocity and committing too many penalties.






8.
Hannibal Lecter, the cannibalistic character of The Silence of the Lambs, is 


one of the most famous sociopathic villains of modern film.




9.
The members of the congregation repeated the minister’s words in


a reverent chant.









10.
Julia purchased the latest preen to wear to Homecoming.





For each word used incorrectly, write a sentence using the vocabulary word properly.

Unit 2
It has been called the outstanding example of Native American oratory. Its simplicity and expressiveness stand in sharp contrast to the harangues so commonly delivered by orators of the late nineteenth century.

Chief Joseph had led hundreds of Nez Perce men, women, and children on a 1,500-mile trek over mountains and rivers in the winter of 1877. Driven from their home along the Snake River, these native inhabitants of present-day Idaho and Oregon sought the safety of Canada. However, just a few miles from the Canadian border, the Nez Perce were attacked by United States troops led by General Nelson Appleton Miles.

Facing the total annihilation of his sick and exhausted people, Chief Joseph accepted the promise of General Miles that the Nez Perce would be returned to their home if they surrendered. Chief Joseph spoke the following words to his people:

I am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed. Looking Glass is dead. The old men are all dead.

It is the young men who say no and yes. He who led the young men is dead. It is cold and we have no blankets. The little children are freezing to death. My people, some of them have run away to the hills and have no blankets-no food. No one knows where they are-perhaps they are freezing to death.

I want to have time to look for my children and see how many of them I can find. Maybe I shall find them among the dead. Hear me, my chiefs, I am tired, my heart is sad and sick. From where the sun now stands, I will fight no more forever.

This brief but eloquent speech by Chief Joseph is considered one of the most moving and memorable in American literature. In a few sincere and moving sentences, it succinctly expressed the suffering and anguish of the Native American and the ferocity of war.

In the end, General Miles's promise was only a ruse. Chief Joseph and the surviving Nez Perce were not allowed to return. Until his death in 1904, Chief Joseph petitioned the U.S. government repeatedly to allow the Nez Perce to return to their ancestral home, but his pleas were met with indifference. The Nez Perce never saw their home again.
1. ________________________ (adj.)
relating to or descended from ancestors
2. ________________________ (noun)
great mental suffering or physical pain

      


         (verb)  
to suffer greatly

3. ________________________ (verb)
to ask or request formally 




         (noun)
a formal written request

4. ________________________ (noun)
the act or result of destroying completely   
5. ________________________ (adj.)
characterized by forceful and persuasive expression; movingly expressive 


6. ________________________ (noun)
a trick or action  intended to mislead 

7. ________________________ (adj.)
concise and clearly stated 

8. ________________________ (noun)
a difficult journey
                                                    (verb)
to travel slowly or with difficulty 

9. ________________________ (noun)
a long pompous speech; a tirade 




        (verb)
to deliver such a long pompous speech

10. ________________________ (noun)
fierceness; extreme savagery
Directions:

Read each sentence or short passage below.  Write “C” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used correctly.  Write “I” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used incorrectly.

1.
Even though the question was long and complicated, the teacher gave 

a very succinct answer.









2.
The banquet table was set with the most eloquent dishes.




3.
The contest turned out to be just a ruse for getting people to visit the store.


4.
I wrote a petition to Aunt Mary thanking her for my birthday present.


5.
The storm struck with a ferocity never before seen in that part of 

the country.










6.
The anguish caused by the sudden death of her pet took years to 

overcome.










7.
The McDougals’ ancestral home, a castle in Scotland, is up for sale.


8.
I considered his annoying stares to be very inappropriate. I do not 

want this kind of haranguing while I am working.





9.
In trying to find the perfect college, we ended up trekking around 

the entire country.









10. 
The construction crew arrived to prepare the foundation for the annihilation 

of the new sports complex..








For each word used incorrectly, write a sentence using the vocabulary word properly.

Unit 3



1.
Seniors are required to don the traditional cap and gown when they graduate, regardless of how hot it may be.

2.
The tourists found the quaint shops of the small town to be a refreshing change from the large, impersonal malls in their city.

3.
The houses along the shore were engulfed by the waves during the hurricane.

4.
The 80-year-old president was the founder and mainstay of his company.

5.
The intensity of the athlete’s concentration enables him to ignore the screams from the fans and focus on his game.

6.
A sheepdog’s main purpose is to corral and protect the herd.

7.
Jean grimaced when Michael Meyers claimed yet another victim in Halloween: 32.

8.
Therapy is often necessary to help recover from the death of a loved one.

9.
The team presented the coach with a gift as a token of their esteem and gratitude.

10.
During the game of hide and seek, Jim was unaware that while his head and torso were completely covered, his legs were sticking out from behind the chair.

1. ________________________ (verb)
to capture; round up
2. ________________________ (noun)
strength; energy 

3. ________________________ (verb)
to put on; dress in


4. _______________________ (noun)
the part of the body between the neck and legs (not including arms)

5. ________________________ (noun)
a twisting or distortion of the face

                                                    (verb)
to twist or distort the face
6. ________________________ (noun) 
a chief member or supporter
 

7. ________________________ (adj.) 
pleasantly unusual or old fashioned
8. ________________________ (noun)
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

a treatment for mental or physical disorders

9. ________________________ (verb)
to flow over; overwhelm
10. ________________________ (noun)
a keepsake; souvenir

Directions:  

Each question below contains a vocabulary word from this lesson.  Answer each 

question “yes” or “no” in the space provided.

1.
Would a proud parent grimace when his child accepts a scholarship?



2.
Would a soldier wear gloves to protect his torso?






3.
Would you expect that the mainstay of a corporation has the 


right to enforce policies and new ideas?







4.
Do farmers corral their livestock?







5.
Would you describe the Palisades Center as quaint?





6.
Can one purchase a don at Kmart?







7.
Do people usually take a token home from a wedding or a 


special celebration?









8.
Are the forests of California engulfed in wildfires almost every year?



9.
Would an athlete be expected to undergo therapy for a minor bruise?



10.
Do people wear sun block to protect themselves from the intensity

of the sun during the summer months?





















For each question you answered “no,” write a sentence using the vocabulary word correctly.

Unit 4



1.
The student meticulously reviewed his essay to ensure that he got an “A” on the assignment.

2.
In order to qualify for the state tournament, the gymnast had to place in two local competitions.

3.
The ambassador from France met with some congressional leaders to discuss new policies for tourism and travel.

4.
While children frequently laugh at the outfits worn by the students in their parents’ yearbooks, that clothing was actually in vogue at one time.

5.
Dogs are usually quite perceptive and responsive when their owners are ill or injured.  There are many documented reports of animals who have sought help for their human companions in need.

6.
Some astronomers are warning that the earth might need to prepare for an impact with a meteor in the year 2019.

7.
These scientists claim that the effect of collision with this meteor will be devastating to life on earth.

8.
Although the rest of the team were convinced of their impending defeat, Clarissa remained optimistic that they could recover from the slump they were in.

9.
Janice refused to buy into all of the current fashion trends, preferring to wear more conservative, timeless clothes.

10.
When Irene was accepted at the Oxford University exchange program, she needed to obtain a student visa in order to study in England.

1. ________________________ (noun)
style; fashion
2. ________________________ (adj.)
destructive 

3. ________________________ (adv.)
very carefully; precisely


4. ________________________ (adj.)
quick to react or respond to another

5. ________________________ (noun)
an official permission to leave or enter a country

6. ________________________ (noun) 
a country’s chief representative in a foreign land
 

7. ________________________ (adj.) 
hopeful that the best will happen
8. ________________________ (adj.)
traditional in style and manner

9. ________________________ (verb)
to meet the requirements
10. ________________________ (noun)
a collision; a forcible strike that sets a body in motion; a strong force

Directions:

Read each sentence or short passage below.  Write “C” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used correctly.  Write “I” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used incorrectly.

1.
The devastation caused by the flooding required months of relief effort to 

return the community to normal.








2.
Amber cleaned the kitchen so meticulously that she even alphabetized the


soup cans in the cupboard.








3.
As Troy’s family prepared for its cross-continental tour of the United States, 

they packed clothes, visas and snack food to leave their home state of Maine.
______

4.
The home was decorated in a conservative manner featured adorned columns,


garish lighting, and  many art deco posters and statues.





5.
For the family picnic, Mom stored all of our juices inside the impact.



6.
The coach had to pull the vogue player out of the game because he wasn’t 

following any of the plays they had discussed..






7.
Venus fly traps have very sensitive leaves that are highly responsive to touch.


8.
Jonathan was awarded the scholarship because he met all of the


necessary qualifications.








9.
Eeyore, the gloomy donkey, is known for his optimism.  He is forever sulking, 


expecting horrible things to befall him.







10.
Shirley Temple Black was a renowned ambassador for many years, spending


much time advocating for child and health reform around the world.



For each word used incorrectly, write a sentence using the vocabulary word properly.

Unit 5



1.
When the visiting team entered the court, the crowd began to catcall and boo them as they warmed up.

2.
If Taylor Swift decided to perform in Pearl River, it would be a huge sensation in the town. 
3.
Biology is a specialization under the larger category of science.

4.
Alex thinks it’s absurd that she has a ten o’clock curfew when all of her friends don’t have to be home until eleven.

5.
Your teachers want to see progression in your behavior as you move from one grade to the next, not regression.

6.
If you listen to your iPod too loud, some people believe it could impair your hearing.

7.
I think that kids today don’t have enough naiveté ; they grow up way too fast.

8.
John did not want to go through with the frog dissection, but was afraid that if he didn’t his grade would suffer.

9.
Someone who would become friends with someone just because they are popular  might be called an  opportunist.

10.
When conducting a scientific experiment, a student is first asked to give a  hypothesis where he or she will predict what will happen.

1. ________________________ (noun)
an assumption used as the basis for an investigation or argument
2. ________________________ (noun.)
a focus on a particular activity, study or field
3. ________________________ (noun)
one who takes advantage of circumstances for self-serving purposes


4. ________________________ (noun)
a condition of strong interest and excitement
5. ________________________ (noun)
to cut apart for study or examination
6. ________________________ (noun) 
to go back to a former and usually worse condition
 

7. ________________________ (noun) 
lack of experience, wisdom, or judgment; innocence or unsophistication; 

overly trusting
8. ________________________ (verb)
to diminish in strength, value, quality or quantity
9. ________________________ (verb)
a call or whistle of disapproval
10. ________________________ (adj.)
ridiculously unreasonable

Directions:

Use the vocabulary words from this unit to fill in the blanks in the following sentences. You may need to change the form of the word.

1. The girl definitely ________________ during her senior year; she was back to her old ways of not completing her homework and being late to class.

2. He was so __________________ that he believed even the most ridiculous stories.

3. Although some may think it funny, a  __________________ is a very rude behavior.

4. Although it did not  _______________ his ability to compete, his ankle sprain almost kept him off the field. 
5. It is absolutely __________________ to expect a newborn baby to sleep through the night.

6. Jeff plans on majoring in business with a ______________ in marketing.

7. The cross-examination completely ____________________ all the events that led up to the crime.
8. It would be a fair ________________ to say that the flowers will bloom in the spring.
9. My brother believes that you can’t be called an  _____________________ just because you were in the right place at the right time.
10. The presidential election is always a  _________________ however, the 2009 campaign was an exceptional race.

Unit 6


1.
Since she kept looking at her watch and reaching for the door latch, I was forced to infer that she was eager to leave.

2.
He said he knew nothing about the disappearance of the last piece of cake, but his smile implied that he ate it himself.

3.
“Spectacular,” “searing,” “explosive” and “fiery” are words that attempt to depict the image of a bolt of lightning.

4.
There are some people who inherently know what they will do with their lives; others spend years in school, never to discover their true calling.
5.
Our English teacher mandates that all of our work be done in pen instead of pencil.

6.
After decades of passing numerous laws and regulations, it was essential that the government attempt to codify its work.  It had reached a point where judges had difficulty understanding what the law required.

7.
In order to expedite the shipment, the mechanic phoned in the order and asked the supplier to send the parts on the next plane.

8.
When you watch a movie on Blu-ray or DVD, you often see bonus scenes that were not shown in the original theatre  release.  To make the movie fit in a standard 90 minute – 2 hour time frame, it must be abridged and these extra scenes are removed.
9.
When you read for understanding, it is important to extract the main idea from the passage.

10.
Earthquakes may result when continental plates converge and grind together.

1. ________________________ (verb)
to speed up the progress of; facilitate
2. ________________________ (verb)
to conclude from facts or observations 

3. ________________________ (verb)
to draw out or pull out with effort


4. ________________________ (verb)
to suggest or express indirectly; hint

5. ________________________ (verb)
to restrict; curtail; to shorten; to cut short; reduce the length of
6. ________________________ (verb) 
to arrange systematically
 

7. ________________________ (verb) 
to represent by drawing or painting; to describe or portray in words
8. ________________________ (adj.)
existing in someone or something as a basic or permanent characteristic

9. ________________________ (verb)
to tend to come together at a place or point 

10. ________________________ (noun)
an order or command issued by an authority




             (verb)
to control or assign by orders

Directions:
Decide which word in parentheses best completes the sentence.  Then write the sentence, adding the correct form of the missing word.


1.
Seeing him drive by in that expensive car and wearing his fancy leather jacket, one might easily




 that he had won the lottery. (imply; infer)

2.
Unless we speak up in opposition to that that proposal, we will be 

 that we agree with

the plan.  (imply; infer)

3.
Picasso used surreal images to 

 emotions in his paintings. (depict; inherent)

4.
Michael Jordan has a/an 

 gift as an athlete.  (depict; inherent)

5.
The project was seriously behind schedule, so the manager hired a specialist to recommend 

ways to 

 the work. (mandate; expedite)

6.
Because the company was on the verge of bankruptcy, the president 

 that all employees were to report for work all weekend without pay in hopes of getting back on schedule.  (mandate; expedite)

7.
When the library converted to a computerized database, they had to 

 their records to match

the new record-keeping system. (codify; abridge)

8.
The mayor’s demand that the newspaper stop publishing critical editorials was met with numerous

protests.  Most citizens felt this was a/an 


  (abridge; converge) of the freedom 

of the press.

9.
Most people hate having a tooth 


 .(converge ; extract)

10.
The dam was built at the 


 of the two main waterways. (converge ; extract)

Unit 7

 

1.  The covey of birds could be seen flying overhead.

2.  In order to get the lollipop from the baby, the dog feinted as though it was going to lick her hand.

3. Plaintively, I walked into my sister’s room after I got her into trouble for something I did.
4. By keeping a strict workout and eating regimen, the girl’s physique became steely and she was ready to run the marathon.
5. The strenuous workout made her legs sore the next day.

6. Some people suffer from such avarice they would do anything for money.
7. We gave alms for the poor at Sunday mass.

8. The indigent man did not have a coat that was warm enough for winter, so he layered several shirts.
9. Subsequent to high school, many Pearl River students go on to college.
10. A suppliant  will get down on his knees and beg for something if it is of importance.

1. ___​​​​​​​​__​​​​___________________ (noun)  
one who asks earnestly for something
2. ________________________ (noun)  
greedy desire for wealth

3. ________________________ ( adj.) 
marked by or requiring great exertion

4. ________________________ (adj.) 
following in order or time; something that comes after in time
5. ________________________ (noun)
 money or goods given in charity

6. ________________________ (noun) 
a misleading movement to draw attention away from something

7. ________________________ (noun) 
a small flock of birds

8. ________________________ (adj.) 
sorrowful; woeful

9. ________________________ (adj.) 
hard or strong; strengthened
10. ________________________(adj.) 
impoverished; needy

Directions:

Read each sentence or short passage below.  Write “C” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used correctly.  Write “I” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used incorrectly.

1.
The students were asked to put all of their belongings in a covey .



2.
The people in the third world country were so indigent that even a small 


amount of aid would give a great deal of relief. 






3.
My sister feinted at the sight of her own blood.




______

4.
The subsequent event came before the party.






5.
The strenuous workouts helped me lose weight and toned my muscles. 



6.
We need a lot of suppliant for the beginning of school.





7.
Avaricious people are often depicted as having large money bags.



8.
One part of her community service project was to collect alms for the 

homeless people in her town.








9.
The steely man was weak and frail.







10.       After he heard his best-friend’s grandpa passed away, he plaintively 

went to the funeral.









For each word used incorrectly, write a sentence using the vocabulary word properly.

Unit 8


Albert Einstein is considered one of the greatest minds of the 20th century. His great mathematical mind enabled him to generate some of the most incredible ideas of modern times.  His Theory of Relativity is his most prevalent theory.  Although this theory ensued from the work of his predecessors, the formula, E=MC2, combined these earlier ideas into a single equation.  This was Albert’s attempt to unify all the rules of the universe into a single idea.  Despite his failure to complete that unification, Einstein’s work was the precursor to concept of the Unified State Theory of present-day genius, Stephen Hawking.  Unfortunately, however, for Einstein, his ideas were also the theoretical foundation for creating the atom bomb, a project incongruous with his personal belief in peace.  Many of today’s physicists purport that Einstein’s theory are not an unchangeable, intellectual institution, but rather only through the attempts to improve or even correct Einstein’s theories, will knowledge progress past the same recurrent setback.

1. ________________________ (verb)
to make able, empower; to make possible or easy

2. ________________________ (noun)
something that comes before; forerunner; omen

3. ________________________ (adj.)
widespread; predominant; generally accepted

4. ________________________ (verb)
to follow as a consequence; to spring from, as a result

5. ________________________ (adj.)
returning from time to time

6. ________________________ (adj.)
reciprocally disagreeing; not associating harmoniously

7. ________________________ (adj.)
based upon a belief or theory, but not proved or put into practice

8. ________________________ (verb)
to mean or seem to mean; to be intended for 

understanding in a certain way; to profess

9. ________________________ (noun)
a) the act of establishing or that which is established






b) a fixed custom






c) a society devoted to special works

10. ________________________ (verb)
to produce or create, as heat, power or ideas






Directions:

Use the vocabulary words from this unit to fill in the blanks in the following sentences. You may need to change the form of the word.

11. As Sammy released the box of mice into the cafeteria, he was sure that chaos would ________________.

12. The new computer software will __________________ students to get on online and download information faster than ever.

13. Haley’s Comet is a 



 natural phenomenon, returning to pass by Earth approximately every 75 years.

14. “This incredible new power source,” the scientist said, “will allow us to _______________ millions of kilowatts of energy without any wasted materials.”

15. Yale University is considered one the most prestigious __________________ of higher learning in the entire world.

16. News sources ______________ that peace in the Middle East can never be achieved, but those in the Middle East working for the peace process remain hopeful.

17. The experiment was successful only in a ____________________ test; in actuality, it simply didn’t work.

18. The ________________ to the design of the original BMW engine was a jet engine, not even a car engine.

19. The most _____________________ problem in schools presently is students’ failure to complete their homework.

20. The team’s decision to move to another city was _________________ with their earlier commitment to working with the city to improve the community they were in.

Unit 9



The Chronicles of Batman by DC Comics is one of the most famous comic series in America. It follows the chronological progression of millionaire-turned-vigilante, Bruce Wayne, from the childhood murder of his parents to his present day adventures as Batman.  Despite the usual comparisons to his contemporaries, Superman and Spiderman, Batman is unique for his lack of superpowers.  He battles crime and corruption in Gotham City with determination and hard work, rather than incredible powers.  


There is still much dissension, disagreement and debate over who is the greatest super hero ever.  Many people argue that Batman’s eventual interdependence with Robin is a major character flaw.  The modern super hero should be entirely self reliant.  Conversely, others believe Batman’s commitment to mentoring Robin makes him the great humanistic hero, both strong and compassionate.  Furthermore it is Batman’s later digression to his “lone wolf” style at Robin’s departure that keeps the story lines of Bruce Wayne fresh and new for decades past, present, and future.  Not to be entirely excluded, Batman’s position as a social misfit keeps him grounded in the superhero genre despite his obvious physical differences and solidifies the platform of some that believe Bruce Wayne to be the greatest of all time.

1. ________________________ (noun)
decay, contamination, impurity

2. ________________________ (noun)
strong disagreement of opinion

3. ________________________ (adj.)
pertaining to human life or life in a governed  

community

4. ________________________ (noun)
a) a flat floor raised above the ground






b) a political party’s declaration of policy






c) the outline and details of a scheme of a set of 

   principles establishing a specific aim or line of action

5. _______________________ (noun)
the state in which two things, people, or countries are 

dependent on each other

6. ________________________ (verb)
to turn from a topic in speech or writing; deviate

7. ________________________ (noun)
a record of events in the order of their occurrence; a 

record

8. ________________________ (noun)
the opposite

9. ________________________ (adj.)
happening at the same time; having the same age




        (noun)
a person living at the same time as another

10. ________________________ (adj.)
in order of occurrence

Directions:

Read each sentence or short passage below.  Write “C” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used correctly.  Write “I” on the answer line if the vocabulary word has been used incorrectly.

1.
On July 4th of every year, the United States celebrates its Declaration of 

Interdependence for England in 1776.







2.
Most history books organize events into a chronological sequence rather than 

thematic order to help students understand cause and effect relationships.



3.
Many contemporary fashion styles actually originate from older styles from 

the 1950’s, 1960’s and 1970’s.








4.
People tend to think of the world as a series of converse pairs like black and

white, hot and cold, and tall and short, rather than as independent ideas.




5.
The corruption in New York City politics in the 19th century prompted a wave 

of political reform.







_______

6. 
Students will often try to get teachers to digress from the lesson and talk about




irrelevant  and off topic.
7.
The dissension in the football team brought the team together to win the Superbowl.


8.
From the top of the observation platform, you could see all across the construction site.


9.
The 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote, is an example of an important



social reform.
10.
Lewis and Clark chronicled their Mississippi exploration in their journals.



For each word used incorrectly, write a sentence using the vocabulary word properly.

Unit 10
Some real and fictional people and places are so memorable for their characteristics that their names have come to have new meaning.  Sometimes the name has so thoroughly taken on this new meaning that it is no longer capitalized, and few people remember that the word was once a name.  All the words in this lesson came from proper nouns, but their current meanings have nothing to do with that name anymore.

Read the brief descriptions of the people and places below. Then choose the word or phrase that correctly completes the sentence. Circle the letter for your choice on the answer line.

Charles C. Boycott was an English land agent in Ireland in the 1800s. When he refused to lower his rents, people decided to have nothing to do with him. Nowadays, if you boycott certain countries or businesses, you

1.
(A) accept them without reservation.


(B) refuse to deal with them.


(C) praise them openly.


(D) ask for a favor.

The Hospital of Saint Mary of Bethlehem was an institution for the mentally ill in London. It was a noisy, confusing place. The name of the hospital was commonly shortened to Bedlam. Now bedlam has come to mean

2.
(A) medicine.


(B) a noisy, confusing place.


(C) religious devotion.


(D) a suburb of London.

According to the Bible, Mary Magdalene was a reformed sinner. Artists often pictured her crying uncontrollably for her sins. From her name we get the word maudlin, which means

3.
(A) a Biblical scholar.


(B) highly religious.


(C) a fool.


(D) tearful and sentimental.

According to Greek mythology, the goddess Nemesis avenged all injustices. Her justice was swift and certain. Today, when people meet their nemesis, they encounter

4.
(A) a beautiful goddess.


(B) a Greek storyteller.


(C) a foe who cannot be beaten.


(D) a heroic fictional character.

Don Quixote, a character in a novel by Miguel de Cervantes, saw himself as a romantic knight. But he frequently rescued women who did not need rescuing and mistook windmills for evil giants. So when we call someone quixotic, we mean he or she is

5. 
(A) sincere, but foolish.

(B) a modern warrior.

(C) the main character in a story.

(D) a person with poor eyesight.

Franz Mesmer was an 18th-century doctor who used hypnotic techniques to cause sleep-like reactions in his patients. Before long, the term mesmerize came to mean

6. 
A) to entertain.

(B) to hold spellbound.

(C) to create imaginary people and places.

(D) to prescribe unusual medicine.

Samuel Maverick was a rancher, but unlike other ranchers, he never branded his cattle. So naturally, when ranchers saw unbranded cattle roaming the range, they called them "mavericks." Today, a maverick is also

7. 
(A) a person who does not follow the rules.

(B) a gambler.

(C) someone who loses his belongings.

(D) an unfenced area.

Hercules is a character from Greek mythology who gained immortality by performing twelve tasks requiring remarkable strength. Now, when a task is called herculean, it is thought to be

8. 
(A) fascinating.

(B) immortal.

(C) imported from Greece.

(D) unusually difficult.

According to a popular Greek story, Procrustes invited people to lie in his bed. If they were too short for the bed, he stretched them to fit the bed. If they were too tall for the bed, he cut off their feet. Now someone who is procrustean will 

9. 
(A) ignore differences between individuals.

(B) protect innocent people.

(C) sleep on the floor.

(D) respect someone's personal needs.

Mentor was a trusted friend of the mythical Greek hero Odysseus. He was also the teacher of Odysseus's son and the manager of the house when Odysseus was gone. If a person is called your mentor, he or she is

10. 
(A) a great hero.

(B) a trusted friend or advisor.

(C) someone who loves children.

(D) an identical twin.

1. ________________________ (adj.)
extravagantly chivalrous or too romantically idealistic
2. ________________________ (noun)
something that causes one’s defeat or failure; one that punishes wrongdoing 

3. ________________________ (adj.)
requiring great strength or exertion; of great strength, courage, or size


4. ________________________ (adj.)
exhibiting ruthless disregard for individual differences

5. ________________________ (verb)
to refuse to use, buy, or sell

                                                    (noun)
an organized refusal  to do business with a person or group
6. ________________________ (adj.) 
excessively or foolishly sentimental
 

7. ________________________ (noun) 
an unbranded animal; a person who thinks and acts independently of others 

in his or her group
8. ________________________ (noun)
a place or condition of uproar and confusion

9. ________________________ (verb)
to hypnotize; to spellbind or fascinate

10. ________________________ (noun)
a wise and trusted advisor or teacher
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blurt


chant


ferocious


fixated


founder


inert


loner


persist


preen


sociopathic
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Word List 2





ancestral


anguish


annihilation


eloquent


ferocity


harangue


petition


ruse


succinct


trek
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Word List 3





corral


don


engulf


grimace


intensity


mainstay


quaint


therapy


token


torso 
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Word List 4





ambassador


conservative


devastating


impact


meticulously


optimistic


qualify


responsive


visa


vogue
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absurd


catcall


dissection


hypothesis


impair


naiveté


opportunist


regression


sensation


specialization











absurd		catcall		dissection	hypothesis		impair
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abridge


codify


converge 


depict


expedite


extract


imply


infer


inherent


mandate
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alms


avarice


covey


feint


indigent


plaintive


steely


strenuous


subsequent


suppliant
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enable


ensue


generate


incongruous


institution


precursor


prevalent


purport


recurrent


theoretical





enable		ensue		generate	incongruous		institution





precursor	prevalent	purport		recurrent		theoretical
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chronicle


chronological


contemporary


converse


corruption


digress


dissension


interdependence


platform


social
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Word List 10





Bedlam


Boycott


Herculean


Maudlin


Maverick


Mentor


Mesmerize


Nemesis


Procrustean


Quixotic 
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