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Grammar Rules:  Prepositions

A preposition is a word that shows the relationship of a noun or a pronoun, called the object of the preposition, to another words.

Notice in the following examples how the prepositions show different relationships between the verb rode and village, the object of each preposition.

Examples:
I rode past the village.


I rode near the village.



I rode through the village.

I rode around the village.



I rode toward the village.

I rode beyond the village.

Note: A preposition, its object, and any modifiers of the object form a prepositional phrase.
	Commonly Used Prepositions

	Aboard
	Below
	From
	Since

	About
	Beneath
	In
	Such as

	Above
	Beside
	Inside
	Through

	Across
	Besides
	Into
	Throughout

	After
	Between
	Like
	To

	Against
	Beyond
	Near
	Toward

	Along
	But (meaning except)
	Of
	Under

	Amid
	By
	Off
	Underneath

	Among
	Concerning
	On
	Unlike

	Around
	Down
	Onto
	Until

	As
	During
	Out
	Up

	At
	Except
	Outside
	Upon

	Before
	for
	Over
	With

	Behind
	Till 
	past
	Within

	
	
	Regarding
	Without


A preposition that consists of two or more words is a compound preposition.

Examples:
The soccer game was delayed because of rain.



Who is sitting in front of Arturo.
Commonly Used Compound Prepositions



According to

In addition to

Instead of

on top of


Because of

In front of

On account of

Regardless of


By means of

In spite of

Prior to


As for


Inside of

Along with

Next to
Preposition or Adverb?

Some words may be used as either prepositions or adverbs.  Remember that an adverb is a modifier and does not have object.


Preposition:

Marge climbed down the ladder.


Adverb:


Marge climbed down carefully.


Preposition:

Above the dry riverbed, buzzards circled lazily.


Adverb:


Above, the buzzards circled lazily.
Note:
As a preposition, the word to precedes a noun or a pronoun to form a prepositional phrase.  Do not confuse such a prepositional phrase with an infinitive – a verb form preceded by to.

Prepositional Phrases:

to the library

to her

to Louisiana

Infinitives:


to create

to play

to compare
