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Introduction to Verbs (main verbs & helping verbs): Resource

Verbs:

· A verb expresses action or a state of being.

· Verbs are classified in three ways:

· Main or helping verbs

· Action or linking verbs

· Transitive or intransitive

Main Verbs & Helping Verbs

· A verb phrase consists of one main verb and one or more helping verbs (also called auxiliary verbs).

· Examples:  I am reading Edith Hamilton’s Mythology. (am is a helping verb; reading is the main verb)

· We should have been listening instead of talking. (should, have, and been are helping verbs.  Listening is the main verb).

	Commonly Used Helping Verbs

	Forms of Be
	am  are   be   been    being    is    was    were

	Forms of Have
	Had    has     have    having

	Forms of Do
	Did    do    does

	Modals
	Can     could     may    might    must    ought

Shall    should     will    would


A modal is an auxiliary verb that is used to express an attitude toward the action or state of being of the main verb.
Example:  I may go to the concern after all (expressing the attitude of possibility).

Helping verbs may be separated from the main verb, especially in questions:  Did   she  paint  the house?

Note: the word not and its contraction, n’t  are never part of a verb phrase.  They are ADVERBS (telling, to what extent).

