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Rhetoric / Persuasive Writing Cheat Sheet





Common Rhetorical Devices


Hyperbole	Repetition	Imagery	Simile		Metaphor	Personification


Allusion		Symbolism	Onomatopoeia	    Motif   	Rhyme & other sound devices


Rhetorical Questions		Idioms		Clichés		Irony		Foreshadowing





Types of Emotional Appeals (pathos):





Use language that involves the senses (sensory imagery)


Include a bias or prejudice


Include an anecdote


Include connotative language


Explore euphemisms


Use description


Use figurative language


Develop tone


Experiment with informal language








Types of Ethical Appeal (ethos)





Show written voice in the [spoken] argument


Make the audience believe that the writer is trustworthy


Demonstrate that the writer put in research time


Support reasons with appropriate, logical evidence


Present a carefully crafted and edited argument


Demonstrate that the writer knows the audience and respects them.


Show concern about communicating with the audience.


Convince the audience that the writer is reliable and knowledgeable 








Purpose: the specific reason or reasons for the writing.  It conveys what the readers have to gain by reading the essay.  Purpose is the objective or the goal that the writer wishes to establish.





A writer’s purpose might be to:


Support a cause		


Promote a change


Refute a theory


Stimulate interest


Win agreement


Arouse sympathy


Provoke anger 











Types of Logical Appeals (logos):�


incorporate inductive reasoning


Use deductive reasoning


Create a syllogism (All mortals die; all men are mortals; all men die).


Cite commonly held beliefs.


Allude to history, great literature, mythology, religious texts.


Provide testimony.


Draw analogies; create metaphors.


Order chronologically.


Provide and /or classify evidence


Cite authorities


Use facts


Quote research











