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Subject / Verb Agreement

Agree by Number and Person
Singular subjects take singular verbs.


Charlie likes potato skins.

Plural subjects take plural verbs.



The cars race down the street.

Compound Subjects
· When your subject of your sentence really is more than one person, place or thing, it is said to be compounded.

· The compounded nouns are usually joined together by and.

· Generally, compounded nouns count as a plural subject.



The waiter and hostess here look very stressed.

Joining Phrases
· Sometimes a subject looks compounded when it isn’t.  

· Phrases other than and that also join nouns together (as well as, along with, in addition to) might fool you into thinking you have a plural subject…but you don’t!




Paul, along with Fred, likes hamburgers.




Adrianna, as well as Charlie, works  hard in English.

Each and Every
· When you have more than one subject joined together with and, you use a singular verb form when the words each or every come before the subjects.




Every waiter and waitress here looks stressed.

Or and Nor
· Some compound subjects are formed with the word pairs either …. or  and neither…nor:




Neither the hostess nor the waiters

· When it’s time to make whole sentences out of these kinds of subjects, you just have to make sure the verb agrees with whichever part of the subject it’s closest to.

· If that part is singular, then you use a singular form of the verb; if it’s plural, use plural.




Neither the hostess nor the waiters seem to like working here.




Neither the waiters nor the hostess seems to like working here.

· You could also have two or more nouns joined by or without either.  The same principle applies: Make your verb agree with what’s closest.

Collective Nouns
· Collective nouns take about a whole group as one thing, like family, team or class.

· They sound singular, but they can actually be singular or plural, depending on how they’re being used in a sentence.

· Are they describing the whole unit as one thing, or are they referring to all the parts of the combined unit?  



The football team disagree whether they want new uniforms.




The football team disagrees with the ref about the call.

Titles
· When the title of a book, movie, or TV show is the subject of a sentence, you always use the singular form of the verb.

Changing Places
· Usually verbs come after subjects; but if not, pinpoint the subject and make the verb agree!



Wrong:

Beside the nachos sit the plate of potato skins.



Right:

Beside the nachos sit the plate of potato skins.
