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To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 1
Words to remember:


“That was the summer Dill came to us.”

Annotation:
Early summer, 1933
Introduction.  Arrival of Dill.  Children try to get Boo to come out.
The Least You Should Know:

· This story is told in the form of a flashback.
To what event does the narrator reveal this story will lead?

· In what state does this novel take place?
· What does the children’s father, Atticus Finch, do for a living?

· From whose point of view will the story be told?

· What are Scout and Jem’s summertime boundaries?

· Who is Calpurnia and what is she like?
· What game does Dill invent?

· What did Arthur (Boo) Radley do (at age 33) that landed him temporarily in the county jail?
· According to Jem’s description, what does Boo look like?

· What act of “courage” on Jem’s part ends the chapter?

· What reward does Jem receive for this act of courage?

· Did anyone in the Radley house notice what the children did?  Explain.

· How old do you think the narrator is when she tells the story? Find passages that helped you arrive at this conclusion.

Motifs:




Theme:


New Background Information:

Finches:


Radleys

Allusions:

Andrew Jackson (   ):
Battle of Hastings (      ):

Disturbance between the North and the South(      ):

flivver (       ):

Merlin (       ):

John Wesley (        ):

No money to buy it with (           ):

Nothing to fear but fear itself (           ):

Stumphole whiskey (              ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 2

Words to remember:


“We’ll do like we always do at home, [Jem] said, ”but you’ll see – school’s different.”

Annotation:
September, 1933
Scout starts school; Miss Caroline Fisher. Description of Cunningham family.

The Least You Should Know:

· On her first day of school, what 3 things does Scout get in trouble for?

· How does Miss Caroline Fischer feel at the end of her first day?  How do you know?

· What are the Cunningham’s like?

· What do the “errors” Scout commits the first day have in common with each other?

· What does this (the commonalities) tell you about Scout’s first years of life?

Motifs:







New Background Information:

Miss Caroline Fischer:


The Cunninghams:

Allusions:

Bullfinch (   ):

Dewey Decimal System (      ):

 John Dewey (      ):

Diaries of Lorenzo Dow (       ):

The crash (       ):

Union suit (        ):

Union (           ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 3

Words to remember:


“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view.”

Annotation:
September, 1933
Burris Ewell upsets Miss Caroline.  Scout fights Walter; learns about compromise.
The Least You Should Know:

· How does Scout deal with her problem with Walter Cunningham?

· How does Jem resolve Scout’s problem with Walter?

· Why can’t Walter Cunningham pass the first grade?

· Describe Burris Ewell?

· Why can’t Burris pass the first grade?

· What scared & shocked Miss Caroline?  Do you know another name for this creature?
· What does Scout admit to Atticus is really bothering her about school?

· What compromise does Atticus offer Scout?

· What words of advice does Atticus offer Scout?  Can you think of a way of explaining this in your own words?
· What character traits have you noticed that are likely to make Scout’s life hard?  Consider what you have learned from Scout’s interactions with Atticus, Walter, Calpurnia, and Miss Caroline.
Motifs:





Theme:
New Background Information:

Cunninghams:


Ewells:
Allusions:

Man who sat on a flagpole (   ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 4

Words to remember:


“Grown folks don’t have hidin’ places.”

Annotation:
Late spring/ early summer 1934.
Gifts left in a tree; Dill returns to Maycomb.

The Least You Should Know:

· What is the first gift that appears in the hollow tree?
· What other gifts do the children find?

· What new facts does Dill offer about his father?

· How have the children’s summer role-playing games changed?

· When Scout rolls into the Radley front yard in the tire, what does she hear?
· What direct order does Atticus give the children?

Motifs:





Theme:
Allusions:

Indian-heads (   ):

One Man’s Family (       ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 5

Words to remember:


“His name’s Arthur and he’s alive.”

Annotation:
Late spring/ early summer 1934.
Children attempt to send Boo a letter.

The Least You Should Know:

· What are some of the things that Scout admires about Miss Maudie?

· What do you learn about Uncle Jack?

· What new plan do the boys devise to get Boo to come out?

· Why doesn’t it work?

· What does Dill say that causes Scout to accuse him of lying?

· What direct order does Atticus give the children?

Motifs:





New Character:

Miss Maudie:

Allusions:

Old Testament pestilence (   ):

Second Battle of the Marne (       ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 6
Words to remember:

“It was then, I suppose, that Jem and I first began to part company.”

Annotation:
Late summer 1934.
Children try to spy on Boo.

The Least You Should Know:
· How do the children plan to spend Dill’s last night in Maycomb?

· What goes wrong with the children’s escape plan?

· At whom does Mr. Nathan think he has fired his gun?

· How do the children claim to have spent the evening?

· Why does this answer satisfy the adults?

· What makes Jem decide to return to the Radley yard that night?

· What makes Jem and Scout begin to “part company”?

· What are their two separate ways of looking at the situation?

· What has Jem learned that Scout is still too young to see?

Motifs:





Theme:

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Name: 






To Kill a Mockingbird Chapter Notes 7

Words to remember:




“As Atticus had once advised me to do, I tried to climb into Jem’s skin and walk around in it.”

Annotation:
October/ November 1934.
More gifts left.  Hole is filled with cement.

The Least You Should Know:

· What does Jem tell Scout about “that night” at Boo Radley’s?

· What new gifts do they find in the knothole? (there are five)
· What ends the knothole gifts?

· Why do you think Mr. Nathan Radley filled in a knothole in a healthy tree?

· Why do you think Jem cries at the end of this chapter?

Symbol:




Motif:


Theme

Allusions:

Egyptians walked that way (   ):

Class Notes & Points of Discussion:

Boundaries:





Courage:





Growing Up:





Prejudice:





Growing Up:





Point of View:





Blind Spots





Secrets & Hypocrisies 


(willful blindness)





Prejudice:





Point of View:





Secrets & Hypocrisies 





Courage:





Prejudice:





Point of View:





When to Worry 





Secrets & Hypocrisies 





Courage:





Growing Up:





Prejudice:





Pocket Watch 





Point of view 





Growing Up 








