To Kill a Mockingbird model for an analytic paragraph (Incorporating Internal Citations)
*** this would appear as paragraph 2 of a motif essay ***


One of the first motifs to appear in the novel is superstition.  Superstition arises from the gap between the rational and the irrational and affects both the children and adults in the story.  From the opening chapters, Lee introduces one of the South’s most prevalent superstitions, the “Hot Steams.”  These “haints” are ghosts “who can’t get to heaven [and] just wallows around on lonesome roads an’ if you walk through him, when you die you’ll become one too, an’ you’ll go around at night suckin’ people’s breath – “ (Lee 37).  The cure from becoming such a frightening apparition is to recite the words, “Angel-bright, life in death; get off the road, don’t suck my breath” while passing through (Lee 37).  Of course, Jem and Scout outgrow the belief in such ghosts as they mature; however, not all superstitions are as easily dispelled.  Both children and adults in the Maycomb community fear the “malevolent phantom” that lurks inside the Radley house (Lee 8).  Arthur “Boo” Radley is a name that conjures terror in the hearts of many.  A psychotic lunatic who once stabbed his father in the legs with scissors, Boo never leaves the house during the day, has a gruesome appearance complete with scars, yellow teeth and blood-stained hands, and dines on raw squirrels and cats (Lee 9-13).  The legend of Boo is so prevalent that, 

A Negro would not pass the Radley Place at night, he would cut across the sidewalk opposite and whistle as he walked… from the Radley chicken yard tall pecan trees shook their fruit into the schoolyard, but the nuts lay untouched by the children: Radley pecans would kill you.  A baseball hit into the Radley yard was a lost ball and no questions asked. (Lee 9)

It is not until a series of unexplained events befall the children that they begin to question these horrible legends about this unusual figure.  Gifts in a knothole, a poorly sewn pair of pants and a mysteriously-appearing blanket are among the pieces of proof which alter the opinions of Jem and Scout about their neighbor.  It is with maturity and experience that Jem and Scout overcome their earlier superstitions.  Lee demonstrates that people fear the unknown, the unknown feeds into superstitions…and superstitions feed into prejudice.  Neither can be dispelled without knowledge.
