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Miss Arney –  English 9H
Creative Writing Project
Now that you’ve finished the book that Stephen King called “One of the most horrifying things [he has] ever read,” it’s time to re-create it. 
That’s right; you’re going to create your own outbreak!

Guidelines:

You may make this light-hearted or serious (but remember to keep it school appropriate). Perhaps you want to do something humorous, like create an outbreak of pink polka dots that cause people to eat romance novels and quote US weekly… Or maybe your outbreak is a bit scarier – people become allergic to something that was previously benign (water, oxygen, etc…) and eventually die. Regardless of the route you take, your “virus creation” must include a written “Virus Document” that you will turn in and should include:
1. A root cause or starting point: In other words, where does your virus come from? Where do people appear “catch” it? 

· You should write at least 1 or 2 well-developed paragraphs in which you explain or speculate upon the root cause of your virus. If you need ideas, go back to the book and think about the way that Preston puts the clues together about people who get Ebola (even going so far as to visit Kitum Cave himself…perhaps you might write about an “expedition” in which you explore your own virus ().

2. Symptoms: Get creative here!  Whether you choose to be funny or serious, don’t bore us; show us what your virus can do! You have two options of how to do this:
· You should write at least 1 or 2 well-developed paragraphs in which you explain the sequence of symptoms that result from contracting your virus. Emulate Preston and go in order, here. What happens to the victims first? Second? Third?
· You may create a “timeline” of symptoms here in lieu of a paragraph (but you have to write at least 2-3 sentences for each descriptor on your timeline; see me for more details if you choose this option).

3. Result: Do people die from your virus? Do they eventually get better? Do they ever get rid of it?

· You should write at least 1 or 2 well-developed paragraphs in which you explain what happens to your virus’s “victims.”
4. A Visual: You must create a “visual” of your virus. 
· Your visual can be a painting, a collage, a pencil sketch, etc…again, be creative!  The only requirement is that your visual must be CREATED BY YOU (it may not be an image from the internet or from clipart – you may only use a computer if you are the sole designer of your image). 

You will reveal your virus to the class (including your visual) in a 5 – 7 minute presentation. Presentations will be the week of 1/5 (projects should be done by then).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Virus Creation Rubric
Virus Document (50 points)

· Includes a total of 3-6 paragraphs and discusses the root cause of the virus, its symptoms, and its result. If student elected to do a timeline (as opposed to a paragraph for “symptoms”), then each item on the timeline includes at least 2-3 sentences. 

Virus Visual (20 points)

· Student’s visual is creative and fits nicely with the description of the virus. It is evident that student put forth effort into the visual aid, and the student crafted the visual on his/her own (no internet photos of viruses, etc…).  
Class Presentation (30 points)

· Student is prepared to reveal his/her virus to the class on time (by due date). The student speaks clearly and has clearly rehearsed presentation. You may use slides (Google Slides) but you should NOT read off cards or slides.  Dress professionally or like a scientist.   Presentation lasts for approximately 5 minutes. 
