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General Grading Policy
Homework..................................15 % 

Short or  Informal Writing; Journals……15%


Spelling/ Vocabulary tests.....15% 

Quizzes......................................20% 

Tests/Essays/Projects...........25%  

Class Participation.....................10%   

Do Nows/ Exit Tickets………….5%

Please check Jupitergrades.com regularly.


English 8
Projected Curriculum

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Curriculum Modules:

Essential Understanding: Life in North America

Module 1:     Elements of Short Stories: Various short stories

Module 2:
Life before the Civil War: 




The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass (non-fiction) 




The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Module 3:
The Arctic: Never Cry Wolf (non-fiction)




The Great Depression: No Promises in the Wind
Module 4:
Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night's Dream
Other smaller works (short stories, essays, songs, multi-media texts, etc.) will be paired with these keystone texts in compliance with New York State standards and the Common Core
Grammar:

· Parts of Speech
· Parts of the Sentence
· Pronoun Case, Gender, Number, Antecedent Agreement
· Introduction to Phrases (prepositional)
· Common Diction Errors
Forms of Writing:

· Expository
· Persuasive
· Research  Skills: Introduction to MLA formatting
· Narrative
Vocabulary:

· In addition to learning how to decipher inter-textual meanings of unfamiliar words, students will be expected to learn and master (20) sets of grade-level and SAT-preparatory words throughout the year.  They will be introduced to the students and taught in clusters of 10 per unit and tests will be cumulative within each semester for the definitions.  Students will be required for spelling and vocabulary on their midterm and final examinations.
· Students will also learn common roots, prefixes, and suffixes to empower their abilities to decode words in context.
Parent Reading List
School Success / College Prep
How to Study in College : Walter Pauk

ISBN: 061837972X

FROM THE PUBLISHER

This classic text has helped over a million students turn adequate work into excellent work. How to Study in College details such study methods as visual thinking, active listening, concentration techniques, note-taking strategies, and test-taking techniques while incorporating material on life skills. 

· The Seventh Edition includes an emphasis on life-long vocabulary development using the Word History System, which illustrates words through pictures on a page at the end of each chapter. 

· Comprehensive coverage includes integrated and simplified presentation of study systems, giving more coverage to the Cornell note-taking systems, SQ3R, and the Questions in the Margins method.

Organizing From the Inside Out for Teens: Julie Morgenstern

ISBN: 0805064702


In an increasingly busy world, it's not just adults who need help getting their lives in order. As teenagers face unprecedented pressures, they find themselves struggling to balance schoolwork, friends, extracurricular activies, and time.

Jessi Morgenstern-Colòn knows about the organizational challenges facing her peers-and her mother, Julie Morgenstern, knows how to find solutions. Together, they offer an invaluable resource which adapts Julie's patented "Organizing from the Inside Out" method, including the three-step process "Analyze-Strategize-Attack" tailored for teens and a brand-new time management formula specifically designed for teens.

Organizing from the Inside Out for Teens is the only book in the marketplace addressing the crucial subject of organization as it relates to young people. Featuring quizzes, self-tests, anecdotes, advice from other teens, and lively graphics, this guide will prove indispensable to teens-and an answer to their parents' and teachers' prayers.

Reading Lists for College Bound Students: Doug Estell

ISBN:  0764561014
FROM THE PUBLISHER

You don’t have to major in rocket science to know that a pre-college reading program will boost your vocabulary, prepare you for entrance test, and help you succeed in college level courses. The trick is knowing which books are the most important to your long-term academic success. ARCO’s Reading Lists for College Bound Students also includes guidance for setting up your own personal reading program and a tear-out checklist to help guide your reading selection.
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens: Sean Covey  ISBN: 0684856093

Being a teenager is both wonderful and challenging. In The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, author Sean Covey applies the timeless principles of the 7 Habits to teens and the tough issues and life-changing decisions they face. In an entertaining style, Covey provides a step-by-step guide to help teens improve self-image, build friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, get along with their parents, and much more. In addition, this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and incredible stories about real teens from all over the world. The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens will engage teenagers unlike any other book.
    Adolescent Issues

For all parents of teenagers:

Yes, Your Teen is Crazy!: Loving Your Kid Without Losing Your Mind.  Dr. M.J. Bradley  ISBN:  0-936197-44-7.  

Bradley, a psychologist drawing on current brain research, argues that teenagers are basically nuts. While 95 percent of the brain develops in early childhood, the most advanced parts aren't completed until adolescence is nearly over. As a result, teens can appear unstable, dysfunctional and unpredictable, with temporarily impaired judgment and decision-making processes. In addition, Bradley argues, contemporary culture further challenges teens' thinking capabilities; the prevalence of sex, drugs and violence makes the teen's job of cognitive balancing even more precarious. The good news is that parents do make a difference, and Bradley clearly explains how parents can encourage and guide their kids through these tumultuous years. Stressing that teens are still "children," Bradley encourages parents to respond like "dispassionate cops," teaching and remaining calm even when teens behave outrageously. While Bradley's prose-which he admits might be shocking and offensive at times-may be initially off-putting to some, the book is compelling, lively and realistic. Using crisp, believable anecdotes that are alternately poignant and hysterically funny (while avoiding generic examples, jargon or psychobabble), Bradley homes in on real-life scenarios, showing parents, for instance, how to respond when their teen is "raging," and how to set curfews and limits. Bradley draws a vivid picture of what the teen is going through, and gives parents the tools to tackle contemporary issues together. This book is an invaluable parachute to parents diving into the teen years. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.
For parents of daughters:

Queen Bees & Wannabes: Helping Your Daughter Survive Cliques, Gossip, Boyfriends, and Other Realities of Adolescence: R. Wiseman  ISBN: 1400047927

FROM OUR EDITORS

The Barnes & Noble Review 


Contrary to popular lore, girls are not made of sugar, spice, and all that's nice. Some -- especially those teetering on the brink of puberty -- seem to be composed of C-4 explosive and designer jeans. Aware of this tangled transformation, author Rosalind Wiseman's Queen Bees and Wannabes provides an insightful, useful, and sometimes painful primer for parents of teenage girls. 
Having spent more than ten years in the inner sanctums of adolescence -- the classrooms, bathrooms, cafeterias, and malls of America -- Wiseman decodes the gossip-and-clique-filled "Girl World" of teenagers. Much of what she finds there is a dangerous hierarchy -- from the "Queen Bee" who dictates rules such as who wears what and who dates whom, to the "Wannabe" trying ingratiate herself into a clique or the poor "Target" of a clique's wrath. And while these may seem to a parent like stock characters in a teen drama, Wiseman warns that these roles are "powerfully and painfully reinforced every moment of every day."
What's a parent to do? Wiseman has plenty of practical advice (e.g., Never call boys "boys" -- they're "guys" now), including a strategy for parents to start opening channels of communication, but it requires careful attention and patience. Her highly readable and authoritative insights are sometimes shocking, but they provide parents an invaluable view into the modern adolescent world. Ultimately, this book can help you and your daughter navigate the barbed path that leads to womanhood -- together. (Jessica Leigh Lebos) 

Odd Girl Out: The Hidden Culture of Aggression for Girls – Rachel Simmons  ISBN: 0156027348
FROM THE PUBLISHER

Dirty looks and taunting notes are just a few examples of girl bullying that girls and women have long suffered through silently and painfully. With this book Rachel Simmons elevated the nation's consciousness and has shown millions of girls, parents, counselors, and teachers how to deal with this devastating problem. Poised to reach a wider audience in paperback, including the teenagers who are its subject, Odd Girl Out puts the spotlight on this issue, using real-life examples from both the perspective of the victim and of the bully.
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 Welcome Parents!
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Miss Arney





Informational Sheet





Extra Help


I have an open door policy for extra help; if my door is open, students may come at any time…not just when I “announce” it!





Extra help is available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at 3PM in room 319.  Other arrangements may be made; students simply need to ask.





Formal review sessions will be announced, posted on my website, and referenced in a Jupitergrades-email.











 Contact Information:


English Office................620-3841


Voice Mail............620-3800 X 4006


Home Number.................406-4532


E-mail Address... � HYPERLINK "mailto:missarney1@optonline.net" ��missarney1@optonline.net�


Or	� HYPERLINK "mailto:arneyd@pearlriver.org" ��arneyd@pearlriver.org�


Website: www.missarney.weebly.com


Homework / Classwork / Assignments posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.planbookedu.com/planbooks/view/pk:ZDE5E" �http://www.planbookedu.com/planbooks/view/pk:ZDE5E�





Required Supplies


3-ring binder 					•	Blue or black pen


looseleaf					•	3" square post-its


3x5 index cards				•	highlighters


Dry Erase Markers


	





* Please note that I will also make adjustments if a particular category is more or less significant in any given quarter, particularly if there are fewer than (4) informal writings/ journals or vocabulary tests in a given quarter.  In that case, quizzes and test percentages will be higher.





Questions/ Misc./ Notes to Self:





* Works may vary somewhat throughout the year; some additions, omissions, or substitutions may be made.








