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Miss Arney

Word Masters: Basic Vocabulary for Literary Analysis

image:
Language referring to something that can be perceived through one or more of the senses – sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch, motion, heat or cold.

metaphor:
A figure of speech; an indirect comparison of two unlike things without using “like” or “as.”

simile:

A direct comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as.”

symbol:
Anything that stands for something else.

personification:
A figure of speech in which inanimate objects, animals, plants, or natural forces are given human characteristics.

allusion:
A passing reference to historical or fictional characters, places or events, or to other works the writer assumes the reader will recognize.

cadence:
The rhythmic rise and fall of a line (in poetry).

meter:
The fixed pattern of accented and unaccented syllables in the lines of a poem.  The basic rhythm is the foot (arranged by a pattern of accented and unaccented syllables).

rhyme scheme:
the pattern of rhymes in a stanza or poem, usually indicated by letters of the alphabet.

alliteration:
the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words or within words.


Five miles meandering with mazy motion
assonance:
the close repetition of middle vowel sounds between different consonant sounds: (“fade/pale)

iambic pentameter:
the poetic line of five iambic feet (5 pairs of an unstressed + stressed syllable)


And minds | were gut |  ted too | Men learned | to act |

stanza:
a section or division of a poem, specifically, a grouping of lines into a recurring pattern determined by the number of lines, the meter, and the rhyme scheme.

couplet:
Two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme and are written in the same meter (pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables).

quatrain:
a stanza (or poem) consisting of 4 lines, rhymed or unrhymed.

sestet:
6-line poem (or usually the last part of an Italian sonnet)

octave:
The first 8 lines of an Italian sonnet; or a stanza of 8 lines

diction:
word choice

tone:
the reflection in a work of the author’s attitude toward his or her subject, characters, and readers

voice:
a term used in literary criticism to identify the sense a written work conveys to a reader of its writer’s attitude, personality and character

stance:
an attitude or position on a particular topic; the writer’s position on a topic or subject

irony:
A difference between appearance and reality

Verbal Irony:
a difference between what is said and what is actually meant (a clever form of sarcasm)

Situational Irony:
the author’s little “joke” (calling a villainous character Malfoy); a contrast between what is intended and what actually occurs

Dramatic Irony:
a situation in a play or other work of fiction in which the audience / reader knows more than the character in the play/story.

understatement (meiosis):
a type of verbal irony in which something is purposely represented as being far less important than it actually is

syntax:
the arrangement and grammatical relation of words, phrases, and clauses in a sentence; how words are arranged in phrases, clauses and sentences.

parallelism:
representing equal ideas in the same grammatical form


government of the people, by the people, and for the people
subordinate:
a dependant clause that cannot stand alone

clause:
a group of words that has a subject and a predicate (verb form)

phrase:
a group of related words that does not express a complete thought 


about 3000 years ago

prepositional phrase

participle:
a verb form ending in –ing or –ed that is used as an adjective


The sleeping student didn’t hear the assignment.

vignette:
a short literary sketch

foreshadowing:
a hint of later developments in a story; giving hints or clues that suggest or prepare for events that occur later in the work.

point of view:

the vantage point from which the story is narrated


first person narration:
a character in the story tells the story

third person limited narration:   the narrator is outside the story, but focuses on the

 thoughts of a single character and presents the other characters only externally

third person omniscient narration:
    the outside narrator assumes a godlike persona, revealing the thoughts and motives of all of the characters, commenting on or interpreting their actions

hyperbole:
an exaggeration, often used for humor or emphasis

theme:
the central message or lesson of life conveyed in a work of literature

