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English 9 Honors







Miss Arney

Word Masters:  Descriptive Vocabulary to Know

These words are frequently used to characterize the tone or diction of a piece, or the emotion of a character.  Keep this handy, not only for Word Masters but for SAT Prep, AP Prep, etc.

abstract:
not concrete; ideas or generalities (love, beauty, etc)

acerbic:
bitter, harsh in temper or language

ambivalent:
having conflicted feelings at the same time (love and hate)

amused:
to find something entertaining and enjoyable

aphoristic:
full of or using aphorisms (short statements of truth; maxims; observations about life; similar to epigrams which are usually more humorous).


I can usually resist everything but temptation.  – Oscar Wilde

bemused:
confused or stupefied; stunned

benign:
good natured; kindly

bitter:
showing feelings of resentment or hatred; cynical

blithe:
carefree; showing a cheerful disposition

chatty:
light; familiar; informal

colloquial:
conversational; informal; might use more slang or street talk

concrete:
language expressing something that can be experienced or described by the senses (concrete nouns evoke clear images)

condescending:
looking down on something; haughty; overly proud; feeling superior

confessional:

in a tone of offering a confession (an admission of guilt or of a secret)

cynical:
sarcastic

defiant:
challenging; openly and boldly resisting authority

detached:
unemotional; not connected; aloof; impartial

dispassionate:
impartial; calm; unbiased; unemotional

earnest:
serious and sincere

emotive:
characterized by, expressing or producing emotions; emotional

enigmatic:
perplexing; baffling; puzzling

euphemistic:
a figure of speech substituted for a direct statement in an effort to avoid bluntness (e.g., “passed on” = died)

flippant:
frivolous; disrespectful

florid:
gaudy and ornate

formal:
serious, dignified and logical (formal writing is usually written to persuade or inform)

grandiloquent:
using bombastic words and expressions

grim:
hard and stern; or dealing with unpleasant subjects

heroic:
eloquent; exalted words

hyperbolic:
exaggerated

indignant:
expressing anger or scorn, especially as a response to an injustice or to unfair or cruel treatment

informal:
less serious; light; the purpose of informal writing is usually to entertain

lilting:
light and graceful

matter-of-fact:
literal and unimaginative; unemotional; sticking to the facts

maudlin:
foolishly and tearfully sentimental

menacing:
threatening

metaphysical:
using highly intellectualized imagery; sometimes deliberately and fantastic; farfetched; metaphysical poetry or writing often seeks the meaning of existence

mock-heroic:
literature that uses the epic form to make ridiculous a trivial subject by ludicrously overstating it

naïve:

childlike; unsophisticated; simple (sometimes foolishly)

offhand:
casual; informal; spontaneous/ extemporaneous

oratorical:
characterized as a formal speech intended to inspire some action; emotional

pathetic/ pathos:
stimulates pity, tenderness or sorrow to the reader (associated with tragedy)

pedantic:
a style that displays learning for its own sake; overusing quotations, foreign phrases and allusions

pensive:
deeply thoughtful, often with some sadness

plaintive:
mournful; sorrowful

ponderous:
dull and weighty

prosaic:
ordinary; common; dull; matter-of-fact

quaint:
clever or skilled; fanciful and whimsical; old fashioned and unusual

redemptive:
serving to redeem (to make amends or atone for guilt or sins)

resigned:
submissive; reconciled; yielding or uncomplaining

rhetorical:
showy and elaborate in style; artificial eloquence; overly persuasive

sardonic:
disdainfully or bitterly sneering; scornful

sensory:
connecting with the 5 senses

sentimental:
having or showing tender, gentle feelings; sometimes superficial and maudlin

surreal:
bizarre; fantastic; irrational; almost dreamlike

tongue-in-cheek:
glib

understated:
to make a weaker statement of the truth (an underexaggeration or irony); a style that is restrained

urbane:
sophisticated; smooth; polished; refined; debonair

vivid:
clear; lively; forming clear or striking mental images; strong and active

whimsical:
oddly out of the ordinary; fanciful; imaginative

