WORKSHEET FOR LITERARY ANALYSIS

Title             The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Author          Mark Twain 

Genre           realistic fiction; coming-of-age novel

Setting – details


Place  the fictional town of St. Petersburg, Missouri (which is based upon 

                      Mark Twain’s childhood home in Hannibal, Missouri)

           Time (Explicitly stated or inferred) 


           The precise time is not specified, but the story probably takes place 

                       around 1845.  Clues include the fact that there are slaves (before 

                       the Civil War). and that the novel is based upon Twain’s boyhood 

                       which would have take place around then.   

           Is the setting important to the story?  (Explain why or why not.)


          The setting is essential to the story because Tom’s story needed to 

                     be told against the backdrop of a small rural town at a particular 

                     time period because of the villagers’ reactions to Tom and Huck, his 

                     harsh treatment at school, the superstitions that guide his actions, 

                     etc.  

Point of View (Story told by character or objective narrator?  1st person or 3rd 

                        person?  Limited or omniscient?  

                    The story is told by a narrator from the third person limited point of 

                    view.  The narrator views the adult world critically and looks back 

                    with nostalgia at childhood--- similar to Tom’s point of view.  He is 

                    able to relate the feelings, thoughts, and motivations of Tom Sawyer, 

                     but not of the other characters.  

Main characters – details, summary



identify the protagonist   Tom Sawyer



identify the antagonist     Injun Joe
Main Character 1  Tom Sawyer

Adjectives to describe character; traits – give examples to support your 

           choices

           Tom is a mischievous young boy of around 10-12 years of age.  (His 

           actual age is not stated by the author and must be inferred.)  Though he is 

           impulsive and seemingly thoughtless in the beginning of the novel, he 

           demonstrates later that he is really kind-hearted and cares about others.  

           This is evident when he saves Becky Thatcher from a whipping at school 

           and when he is troubled by the worry he has caused Aunt Polly whom he 

           really loves.  He is also brave and resourceful, as demonstrated when he 

           rescues Becky from the cave.  He shows that he wants to do the right 

           thing despite the possible consequences when he testifies against Injun 

          Joe in court.  Words that best describe Tom are mischievous (examples:  

          giving painkiller to Peter the cat, painting the schoolmaster’s head and 

          lifting his wig at the school event, attending his own funeral), imaginative 

          (playing games that involve being pirates, Indians, and generals in battle), 

           and good-hearted (taking the blame for Becky, kissing Aunt Polly as she 

           slept).  


Round or flat? – explain

           Tom is a round character because we get to know all aspects of his 

            personality and character---both good and bad.  By the end of the novel, 

            the reader feels as though he or she knows Tom well, and that he is like a 

            friend.  


Static or dynamic? - explain

            Tom is a dynamic character because, as the novel progresses, he shows 

            greater responsibility and maturity.  Examples include his testimony at 

            Muff Potter’s trial, his navigating his way out of the cave, and his part in 

            convincing Huck Finn to stay with the Widow Douglas and become 

            “civilized.” 

Main Character 2  Aunt Polly

Adjectives to describe character; traits – give examples

           Aunt Polly is very simple (her belief in the power of patent medicine 

           cures, the fact that Tom can easily fool her), kind-hearted (the fact that 

           she is raising Tom, her dead sister’s son, her desire to be loved and 

           appreciated) and conflicted (though she feels an obligation to be firm with 

           Tom, she is too soft-hearted to follow through most of the time.)


Round or flat? – explain

           Aunt Polly is a flat character.  What we know about her comes only from 

           her interactions with Tom.   


Static or dynamic? - explain


Aunt Polly is a static character.  She does not change throughout the 

           story. 

Main Character 3   Injun Joe

Adjectives to describe character; traits – give examples

           Injun Joe is villainous and evil.  He is both a robber and a murderer who 

            is out to seek revenge.  He is violent and vengeful, as demonstrated in 

           the murder of Doc Robinson and his plans to mutilate the Widow Douglas.  

           Round or flat? – explain

           Injun Joe is a flat character.  What is more, he is the stereotype of an evil 

           villain.  The reader knows nothing else about him.  


Static or dynamic? - explain

           Injun Joe is a static character because he does not change throughout the 

           story.  

Main Character 4   Becky Thatcher

Adjectives to describe character; traits – give examples

           Becky Thatcher is manipulative (constantly tries to make Tom jealous, 

           threatens Tom, uses her tears to take advantage of others).  She is 

           flirtatious (she flirts with both Tom and Alfred, and uses her feminine 

           wiles to get her own way).  Becky is also simpering.  She falls apart in the 

           cave and is no help to Tom at all in finding the way out; her only 

           responses to trouble are to whine, cry, complain, or faint.   

           Round or flat? – explain

           Becky is a flat character and the stereotype of a “helpless female.” 

Static or dynamic? - explain

           Becky is a static character who does not change throughout the novel. 

Main Character 5   Huck Finn 

Adjectives to describe character; traits – give examples

           Round or flat? – explain

           Huck Finn is a round character.  We see several sides to his personality- 

           poor orphan boy, true and loyal friend, wild and uncivilized boy, and a 

           symbol of freedom to the other boys, while really wishing to belong.  


Static or dynamic? - explain

           Huck Finn is a dynamic character because he is willing to become 

           “civilized” by the end of the novel.  

Minor Characters


Name them.  Identify any stereotypes or foils.  

           Minor characters in the novel include Joe Harper, Cousin Mary, Sid, and 

           Muff Potter.  All are flat, static characters.  

Literary Devices Used by Author.  Give examples of each from the story. 

           Characterization Devices

           We come to know Tom by what he says and does, and also by the way 

           the other characters respond to him.  Insights are provided by the narrator 

           of the story who genuinely likes Tom, and who mocks both “model boys” 

           and a hypocritical adult society.   


Plot Devices (foreshadowing, flashback, suspense, etc.) 

           When he is frustrated by his fight with Becky, Tom declares his intentions 

           to become a pirate, foreshadowing his later excursion to Jackson Island.  

          Tom’s great fear of Injun Joe foreshadows his later encounters with him.  

          Tom’s obsession with the oath he and Huck have taken never to speak of 

           Dr. Robinson’s murder foreshadows the fact that Tom will later break the 

           oath and testify at Muff Potter’s trial.  Early in the novel, after Tom is 

           wrongly punished for breaking the sugar bowl, he imagines how bad 

           everyone would feel if he were dead.  This foreshadows the later event in   

           which Tom and the other boys attend their own funeral.  
           Symbols:  Name them and tell what they symbolize. 

           The cave symbolizes a trial or ordeal that Tom must go through before he 

            can reach maturity. The storm on Jackson Island symbolizes the danger 

            involved in the boys’ running away from society as well as Tom’s 

            conscience.  The treasure symbolizes the goal that marks the end of the 

            boys’ journey and the reward for their heroism.  It also symbolizes Tom’s 

            transition into young adulthood and Huck’s transition into civilized society.  

            The Village of St. Petersburg symbolizes society in general.  

Plot


What is the major conflict?

            Tom and Huck perceive their biggest struggle to be between themselves 

            and Injun Joe (person vs. person), whose gold they want and whom they 

            believe is out to kill them.  Conflict also exists between Tom and his 

            imaginary world and the expectations and rules of adult society (person 

            vs. society).  

Rising Action


Conflict #1 Tom and Huck witnessing Dr. Robinson’s murder

           Type of Conflict (Person vs. Person, Person vs. Nature, Person vs. Self, 

                                      Person vs. Society, Person vs. Fate) 

                             (person vs. person)

            Explain:   The murder of Dr. Robinson sets events in motion.  The boys 

                            perceive that their knowledge about who committed the murder 

                            has put them in danger and incites the conflict between them 

                            and Injun Joe.  


Conflict #2  Tom’s problems in his relationship with Becky
           Type of Conflict (Person vs. Person, Person vs. Nature, Person vs. Self, 

                                      Person vs. Society, Person vs. Fate) 

                                Person vs. Person conflict

            Explain:   Tom is “in love” with Becky, but can’t seem to do anything right 

                            He wants nothing more than to be “engaged” to Becky and to 

                             be a “hero” in her eyes.  He gets in trouble with her over and 

                             over again when he says or does the wrong thing.  They have 

                             several disputes and disagreements.  

Conflict #3  Tom’s problems in his relationship with Aunt Polly
           Type of Conflict (Person vs. Person, Person vs. Nature, Person vs. Self, 

                                      Person vs. Society, Person vs. Fate) 

                             Person vs. Person Conflict

            Explain:   Though Tom loves Aunt Polly, he is constantly trying to put 

                            things over on her and to thwart her rules.  She want him to be 

                            a “good” boy; he just wants to have fun.  


Conflict #4  Tom’s problems with the adults of St. Petersburg (society).  
           Type of Conflict (Person vs. Person, Person vs. Nature, Person vs. Self, 

                                      Person vs. Society, Person vs. Fate) 

                             Person vs. Society Conflict

            Explain:   Tom gets in trouble with a number of people who represent the 

                            adult society of St. Petersburg (the Sunday school teacher, the 

                            schoolmaster, the minister).  They represent rules and 

                            conventions.  He represents carefree childhood.  
Climax:  Describe the climax of the story. 

              Huck overhears Injun Joe’s plan to mutilate the Widow Douglas, and 

              Tom encounters Injun Joe when he and Becky are stranded in the cave.   

Denouement or Resolution


Huck gets help from the Welshmen and drives Injun Joe away from the 

           Widow Douglas.  Tom avoids conflict with Injun Joe and navigates himself 

           and Becky out of the cave.  Judge Thatcher seals off the cave, causing 

           Injun Joe to starve to death.  Tom and Huck find Injun Joe’s treasure, and 

           Huck is adopted and civilized by the Widow Douglas.   

Theme(s):  Explain the author’s theme or themes. 

1) Boys (and girls) must make a”journey” to attain moral and social maturity.

2) Adult society is filled with hypocrisy. 

3) Freedom can only be attained through social exclusion. 

4) In an uncertain world, people depend upon superstition to explain what they don’t understand. 

Evaluation and Recommendation:  (Be sure to support your opinion!) 

Did you like the book?  Would you change anything about the book?  Were the characters believable?  Was the plot believable?  Would you recommend to book to others?  (If so, whom?  If not, why?) 
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